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Ryan, Tommy, Jake, and Bob with Mount Baker, in Lynden, Washington USA

The Lynden Music Festival!




The Four Freshmen Headlme
A Sensational Music Festival'

By Mark Schlichting

Lynden, Washington, USA, with a population of only 16,797, is the home of the largest Dutch sentlement in the Suate
of Washington, and it is the heart of the region's dairy and berry producing farmland, More importantly, it 15 & town
that largely leaves its doors unlocked 24/7, greets visitors with open arms, and loves to celebrate life’s simpler things.

And when The Four Freshmen arrived, WOW did the town of Lynden CELEBRATE!

Freshman Bob Ferreira said on more than one occasion duning his visit that he felt like he was a cast member in a
“Hallmark Christmas Movie!” Everything was so traditional, simple, functional, and beautiful! What a community!

Wednesday:

The boys flew into Seattle on Wednesday, October 9, and as they drove north to Lynden. the 12:00 noon Opening
Ceremonies were laking place at the Jansen Arts Center on Front Street in Lynden. The Dmitri Matheny Quintet
from Seattle was performing as was Folkert-Hans Tolsma from Holland, and Sherman Andrus, a member of the
legendary, Grammy winning vocal group, The Imperials. Terhi Broersma, Co-Chair of the event, tickled the keys
of her accordion and Mayor Scott Korthuis greeted the many music enthusiasts who flooded the hall beyond capacity,

After arnving at their new digs at The Inn at Lyaden, our boys refreshed themselves, and then went up the street wo
the Steakhouse ? to enjoy a gourmet meal before venturing into the adjoining Reception Hall to lend an ear to the
Opening Night music which featured Dmitri’s Quintet with music of Henry Mancini on the 100"™ vear of his birth,

At intermission, Jake, Tommy, and Bob entered the hall, dressed in black from head to toe, and bigzer than life! Their
adoring fans enthusiastically applauded, and many photos, hugs, and handshakes ensued. A great opening night!
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Thursday:

More than 125 students, parents, teachers and interested observers converged on the WECU Pavilion at the Northwest
Washington Fairgrounds in anticipation of a workshop and Master Class with The Four Freshmen. Spirits were high

as the students entered the hall, grabbed a complimentary Goody Bag, warmed up their voices, and looked forward to a
thrilling day with these musical icons. And, they were not dizsappointed!

After warming up and singing for one another, the students burst into thunderous applause as The Freshmen entered the
performing area and treated the sisdents 1o a couple of their classic tunes. The workshop/clinic followed, and it was
obvious that the musical perspectives of these students from the choral programs of Ferndale, Blane, and Mt. Baker
high schools, were forever changed, and inspired! A quartet and two octets performed songs from The Four Freshmen
repertoire— Graduation Day, Candy, and Day By May—and the Chamber Chorale from Blaine performed a piece that
was arranged by former Four Freshman, Kirk Marcy (FF Group #12), entitled Come and Find the (Juiet Center
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A bl Bl ol Gooly Bage are ready i st B Blene High Scfaol Che
Shucesnts e By e lor th Thundey werkshop and Masie Tl

Local Fegh school charal leachers. Jesmcs Schibching, Feimndaie Hagh {atove]l, Andy Marshall, Elame High, and Landa Moone, M1 Bake High, kesad the sludients m vocal warm
e e I il Al of e “rseniory” Bob Tomersy, Jake Bnd Fvan Teschess Fod epared shalenty on Fou Freshman s S hisd shodid lalone ywisis wih fes




Fyan coches one of e shoent oolets on siyls beeai sppart, and possve’ rehaarsals. A the and of the Masier Class ol stodends gatharad for grou sl walh the lemous Foe Freshmen!

Following the workshop, there were musical activities down the street at the Jansen Arnts Cender, as well as a "Java
Jive Jam Session” back at the WECU Pavilion, followed by a dance. The boys were encouraged 1o go back to the
hotel and rest up for the ensuing concents, but rumor has it that they all drove down to Cornwall Park in Bellingham
where they played Disc Golf-- one of their favorite “energizing” acuvities! (Such “rascals™ are they!)

Friday:
As with Thursday, those who wanted could walk to Encatastrophe Coffee Shop on Front Street for some music as
they enjoyed their moming Java. Some partook, others ook a walk, and still others stayed in bed. We're here 1o enjoy!

Friday was the day that the local big band, The Swing Connection, was going to collaborate with the Freshmen on the
evening concert. Doug Broersma, Festival Co-Chair, made sure that after the two-hour sound check and the one-hour
rehearzal that the band would be well-fed and ready for their 6:30 downbeat, so he ordered pizza, salad, and soft drinks
to tide them over and keep them refreshed before they had to go onstage, (Doug's Lynden hospitality was abundant!)
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Saturday:

Again, there was Morning lazz at Eucatastrophe Coffee, and there was also a Lynden Music Festival “Ritual™ called
Legends in the Lobby whereby the feamered musicians would pop in and play a tune or two for the 100 people who
were squeezing themselves into a 50-seat lobby! Hey, it was cozy, but fun! Dmitri and his quintet had retreated w

Seattle for other gigs, but Folkenti-Hans, Terhi, and The Freshmen (sans Ryan) were present and ready to deliver!
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The Sarday evening Dinner/Show at the WECU Pavilion began with Co-Chair Doug
Broersma giving a lively introduction of the student groups who had participated in
Thursday’s Master Class and were chosen 1o perform prior to The Four Freshmen taking
the stage. (The name of the first performing group was “The Four Seniors. .. Almost.™)

It should be noted that the attendance at both the Friday and Sawrday shows were
comparable to the attendance at several of the past Four Freshmen Convention concerts.
There were more than 200 in attendance on Friday, and well over 300 on Saturday with
the pre-concert dinners having been sold out!  Ax the end of each show the audience was
immediately on their feet, shouting for more, and the boys would always come through!

Four Freshmen Society members came from far and wide to join the locals at these
concerts, and there were no less than two dozen who logged onto my “Four Freshmen Society Sign-In Sheet,” and
probably a few more who slipped through the cracks. Barney Biges and his wife came down from White Rock and
Surrey, British Columbia to attend both concerts, and they were vehement about wanting to have The Four Freshmen
return to the area on a yearly basis. Society member Robert Peterson flew up from Reno, Nevada, for both of the
evening events, and he very much wants the boys 1o headline similar festivals in the Reno area! (“*Hey! Call Dina!™)
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Sunday:

The last day of the 5-day festival offered one final performance at 2:00 pm by an
original member of The Imperials, Sherman Andrus, but the bovs couldn’ 1ake
part because they needed to rise early and hit the road 1o make their flights

Sull, everyone in the Lynden community was very “jazzed” that the famous Four
Freshmen had come to town! There were many smiles up and down Front Sireet!

I a closing note; There was a concem that, because the performing venues were
in sevieral different locations and away from hotel accommodanons, there would
be transporation issues, especially for out-of-towners. The LMF Committee was
prepared with shuttles, which were readily available but were, surprisingly, st a il FroriTate ts Thar? ot ek
seldom used! {Leave it to the FF Society folks to be able to figure things out!)




Our
President,

Donna
Gallaway

GREE TINGS

FFS MEMBERS
& FRESHMEN FANS

The days are getting shorter as we get closer
to the busy holiday season. I love the colors of Fall
in Ohio as the leaves change and the air is clean
and crisp. The music of choice here on Saturday
afternoon comes from The Ohio State University
Marching Band halftime shows and pep rallies as
I watch my Buckeyes play football.

We all love the unique sound of our Freshmen,
but most of us appreciate and listen to some variety
of musicians along with the music of The Four
Freshmen. We are blessed to have access to several
ways to hear a large number of artists today. Have
you been following The Freshmen on Facebook?
They have posted some really great music videos
lately! Wonderful exposure for them along with
the recent Lynden Music Festival.

The Four Freshmen Society is thankful and
appreciate the members and friends who have sent
contributions to help keep the Fresh News going and
to enable us to support the Freshmen in small ways.
We have received more than $2,000 in donations
since our last issue of Fresh News. Our editor, Barb
Meyers, has written a brief description of the cost to
publish and deliver our quarterly newsletter so you
can be informed about our obligations there. Our
dues don’t cover those bills, so keep the donations
coming! Send them to Chaz Cone (address on
Board of Directors page) or go to the FFS web page.

Thank you for your support of the FFS!
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Wonderful
Washington
Weekend

By Christian Rank FFS historian

The Freshmen headlined the Lynden Music Festival in Lynden,
Washington. This nice little town, nestled in the NW corner of the state was
the perfect setting for this intimate festival. It was the perfect opportunity
to experience all that the Pacific North West has to offer. It was great to see
familiar faces like Kathy Feese, Gil Peterson, Kay & Bob Boynton and meet
new ones like Jake’s, parents Sara and Bob Baldwin.

The boys did two fantastic shows Friday and Saturday nights as well
has holding a master class for local music students from nearby Blaine and
Ferndale districts. It was inspiring to see The Freshmen teach these students
some of the finer details of vocal harmony, something that these already
talented youngsters would only benefit from.

The two shows were full of nice surprises like a great new swinging
arrangement of the standard I Could Write a Book, an impromptu Night
and Day from Tommy and Jake, Ryan’s catchy new original Floating and
Benny’s (Pennies) From Heaven, Jake’s homage to vocalese pioneer Eddie
Jefferson. Once again the talents of these four are limitless! Everytime I see
them, I’'m in for a new musical adventure!

Dimitri Matheny’s tribute to Henry Mancini and Netherlands based
trumpeter, sax, and vocalist Folkert-Hans Tolsma were just a few of the other
musical acts we enjoyed over the week along with The Swing Connection,
the big band that backed the Frosh on Friday.

Many thanks to Mark Schlichting for his excellent job coordinating
this event. Bravo Mark! Job well done!

What It Costs to
Print Fresh News

Barb Meyers Editor
The average cost would be about $2,500, however it’s hard to tell
you what will always be the cost. So many variables go into each issue.
The ArtDpartmen’s cost always stays the same. Mark Advertising is the
variable. How many pages, how much color, how many printed and how
many mailed. It very seldom goes down unless we lose members. In that
case it’s how many are printed and how many are mailed.

We can control cost if we start doing black and white and control
the pages. Sometimes the news and photos are so good we feel color is
necessary to show all this better. One problem- if you just put one word or
sentence in color, you pay for a page of color. After this one I will start doing
a little experimenting to see how I can save.

Also, we won’t
always be on time
because I'm not getting
that many articles
anymore and there are
no more conventions.
So please bear with me.

Fresh News is published quarterly © 2024, all rights reserved,
celebrating THE FOUR FRESHMEN, the best vocal/
instrumental quartet in the world. Publication does not imply
approval of FFS corporate directors or trustees. Each author is
responsible for his/her article.

Deadlines for consideration of articles:

1. Jan/Feb/March - Dec 01 2. Apr/May/June - March 15

3. July/Aug/Sept - June 15 4. Oct/Nov/Dec - Sept 15
Submit manuscripts to the Editor:
Barb Meyers, bam241136@gmail.com, Cell 419-309-7855

page 6


mailto:bam241136%40gmail.com?subject=

Four Freshmen at

The Crooners
Super Club

by Don Follett, Roseville, MN

Making a habit of playing at the Crooners
Super Club in the Twin Cities, The Four Freshmen
ended their Sept. 22 gig to a standing ovation, and
promised to return for a holiday show November
30th.

Downbeat magazine has named Crooners as
“one of the world’s top jazz venues.” The magazine
story said: “A top jazz venue, globally, where
great improvised music is being played —from
exciting new venues to legendary clubs large and
small.” The Freshmen have already played the
young club four times.

Your favorite group again played in the Club’s
Belvedere Room, in fact a huge tent spread over a
large floor, just for summer seasonal seating. The
Club has several other rooms for different shows.
For Twin Cities’ resident Freshmen Ryan Howe and
Tommy Boynton, Crooners is just down the road.

September’s 90-minute set had something new
and something old to thrill the approximately 200
Freshmen fans, who again applauded mostly for the
songs that established the quartet: The Day Isn’t
Long Enough, Day by Day, and Poinciana. This
night the group opened with From This Moment
On, featuring Jake Baldwin’s trumpet work, and
then to a mood-changing All the Things You Are.

The group took Route 66 to end the show, and
an extended standing ovation; encore— What a
Wonderful World, not unlike the song list at their
75th Anniversary concerts.

As he has done before, Bob Ferreria, now
with 32 years with the group, dedicated I¢’s A Blue
World to the original Four Freshmen and to the
foursome’s 76 years of their providing beautiful
music. It’s amazing how the group’s key songs have
been sustained and are loved by their audiences.
Of course, other singers have sung these songs—
but not nearly as well.
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Corporate Board of Directors

Gil Peterson, Chairman 541-672-0937

Donna Gallaway, President
419-516-3642

John Emerson, Treasurer 843-271-6001

George Nosky, Secretary 734-397-7096

David W. Bentley 203-972-1916

Maurice Byrne 905-575-1530

Chaz Cone 770-394-2663

Dan de la Torre 775-787-0632

Linda Harrison 561-358-9418

Marlene Lobsiger 260-760-5531

David Mehl 502-243-3030

Barb Meyers 419-309-7855

Christian Rank 734-728-1673

Mark Schlichting 360-303-2373

Corporate Board of Directors
Emeriti

Yasushi Ichiura 011 81 33 467 7573
Neil Lantz 317-849-7443

Dorothy Lydic 412-301-0420

General Information

Donna Gallaway, President

787 E. Main Street, Leipsic, OH 45856
Phone: 419-516-3642

Email: gallawaydonnal@gmail.com

Financial Office

John Emerson, Treasurer

74 Doncaster Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909
843-271-6001

Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Membership Office

Data Base-Change of Address
Chaz Cone, Director/Webmaster
6900 Hunters Knoll NE

Atlanta, GA 30328-1763

Voice 770-394-2663

Text 770-833-2902

Email: fis@chazcone.com

Historian

Christian Rank

6501 Yale #404

Westland, Ml 48185

Phone: 734-728-1673

Email: freshhistorian@yahoo.com

FreshNews

Barb Meyers, Editor

1673 Colonnades Cir. N.
Lakeland, Florida 33811
Phone: 419-309-7855

Email: bam241136@gmail.com

Music-Mart

Barbara Emerson, Director

74 Doncaster Lane

Bluffton, SC 29909

Phone: 843-271-6001 or 888-448-7429
Fax: 866-538-9044

Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Four Freshmen

Music Foundation
Mike Condit, Chairman
11822 Village Park Cir.
Houston, TX 77024-4418
Phone: 713-464-4184
Email: condit m@msn.com

Contributors
Neil & Sara Lou Lantz ~ Fishers,IN Marlene Lobsiger ~ Fort Wayne, IN
Barb Meyers Lakeland, FL. Mary Eichenberger ~ Hallsville, MO

Joel Rothman

Corona del Mar, CA

New Members
Marshall & Gail Arlin White Rock, BC Andrew Hallum

Lynden, WA

The Four Freshmen...On the Road!

Check the Website: fourfreshmensociety.com or fourfreshmen.com for updates

For bookings:
Dina Sheets-Roth

International Ventures Incorporated

P.O. Box 2749, Wenatchee, WA 98807

Phone: 661-259-4500

Email: ivimanagement@me.com

Please note: Dates subject to change without notice.

November 30, 2024

Minneapolis, MN

Crooners Supper Club, 6161 Highway 65 NE

Show time: 5:30pm
January 13, 2025

Tickets: 763-760-0062

Morton, IL

Bertha Frank Performing Arts Center, 350 North Illinois Ave.

Show time: 7:00pm
February 23,2025

Tickets: TBA

Sarasota, FL

Glenridge on Palmer Ranch Performing Arts Center, 733 Scotland Way

Show time: 2:00pm
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Info: 941-552-5325
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If you would like to make

a tax-deductible donation,

please go to
FourFreshmenMusicFoundation.org %
or contact FFMF Treasurer

Dave Bentley dbentley@optonline.net,
203-972-1916.
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