
COLOR

Volume 37, No.4 OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2023



FN   OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2023 page 2

GREETINGS 
FFS MEMBERS
& FRESHMEN FANS

Our 
President,
Donna
Gallaway 

A Tribute to Dave, 
Marlene and Their 
Entire Committee

by Gil Peterson

 We could not have asked for a better 75th
Anniversary Celebration of The Four Freshmen than 
the recent event in Ft.Wayne, Indiana. Our hosts, 
Marlene Lobsiger and Dave Blackwell and their 
team put together three wonderful days of all things 
Fresh.  Even the weather was perfect for exploring 
the area outside the hotel.
 The Silent Auction opened on Thursday with
many interesting items to bid on in the 113 Club.
All proceeds would go to FFS. That evening the
Jam Session was one of the best I have ever had 
the pleasure of witnessing in the 32 years of 
conventions I have been attending, and we were
thrilled to have former Freshmen Curtis Calderon
participating. 
 On Friday, the Freshmen performed a beautiful 
arrangement of our National Anthem at Veterans 
Memorial in front of the impressive wall engraved
with names of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
for their country. 
 Friday night at the dinner and show the ladies 
were in gorgeous attire, and the men were suited 
up with some in tuxedos! What a lovely sight for 
our eyes to behold. To top off the celebration, our 
ears were equally blessed by a performance of 
our favorite group which is, of course, The Four 
Freshmen!
 Saturday afternoon was a blast at Fresh 
Memories where a panel of former Freshmen,
current Freshmen and family members of the 
original Freshmen kept us laughing and engaged
as they told of their experiences. Being on the 
road as a member of the group or growing up in 
a Freshmen family was full of challenges and 
memorable situations.    (continued on page 10)

 The 75th anniversary convention in Fort Wayne was a smashing success 
due to the amazing Co-chairs and their committee.  Every facet of the event 
was beautifully orchestrated from start to finish.  All of us who have chaired 
a convention know there are always a few glitches here and there. However, 
I feel sure there were some, but if so, they were beautifully and quickly 
eliminated.
 We did have one major problem that no one anticipated.  Tommy took 
ill and this could have spelled total disaster for the entire convention. But 
thankfully, although he was quite ill, he performed flawlessly at both Friday 
and Saturday concerts.  We should all give him a standing ovation for the 
diligence and tenacity he demonstrated for our benefit. You were simply 
marvelous, Tommy and we love you. You demonstrated the true meaning 
of the phrase “the show must go on.”
 Speaking of performances, how about the fabulous performances of 
Group #27?  I have had the privilege of seeing and hearing Group #27 on 
several occasions over the past several years and frankly, I have never heard 
them perform better than they did on Friday and Saturday. They were simply 
outstanding.  I know that they, like all of us, were very concerned about 
Tommy, but they performed like the true professionals they are.  When I have 
introduced them in the past, I always say “please welcome the number one 
jazz vocal harmony group in the history of the entire music industry.......
The fabulous Four Freshmen.”  Without a doubt, that is a 100% correct 
statement.  Thank you Group #27 .......you were simply amazing. 
 We were fortunate to have Curtis Calderon and Kirk Marcy with us.  
They both participated in the jam session and several other events.  It was 
wonderful to have them in Ft. Wayne. Thanks to both of you for being with us.
 The general consensus at the convention was that this could very well 
be our last convention. This topic was discussed in the meetings of the 
FFS Board of Director, the Convention Coordination Committee, the Four 
Freshmen Music Foundation as well as the general meeting. There was a 
discussion of possibly having some kind of a reunion/gathering in various 
parts of the country.  I personally spoke with several members who indicated 
an interest in at least looking into the possibility of having such an event 
in their area.  If something like that should develop, you will certainly be 
informed of such an event in the Fresh News.
 Our problem is obvious.  We are an aging group, our membership is 
dwindling and traveling is becoming more difficult.  Having said all that, 
I am somewhat optimistic that someway or other, there will be some kind 
of reunion/gathering  in 2024 and “WE’LL BE TOGETHER AGAIN”.
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 The celebration of the 75th Anniversary of 
the Four Freshmen and the 34th Four Freshmen 
Society convention made history this year in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Members came to our city from 
30 states in the  U.S. and Japan. Dave and I want 
to thank each of you for being here. It was a joy to 
see over 210 members and guests come together to 
renew friendships, and most of all to meet the Four 
Freshmen who favored us with their harmonies and 
songs from the past to the present. We only wish we 
could have personally welcomed each of you to the 
convention. 
 Thursday night a grand welcome from Donna 
Gallaway, President of the Four Freshmen Society 
Board and Gil Peterson, Chairman of the Board 
was given to all members in attendance. Roses 
were presented to Barbara Meyers in memory of 
Mel, DeLee Purvis in memory of Tom, and Phyllis 
Martin in memory of Bill.
 Dave Blackwell and the “ Four Freshmen All 
Stars” followed with the theme of the opening night, 
BACK HOME AGAIN IN INDIANA ……. then 
came the big surprise when Curtis Calderon, former 
Four Freshmen, appeared from behind the curtains 
with his golden trumpet and joined the group with 
a most impressive improvisation of the tune. Dave 
was extremely pleased to have had the opportunity 
to play with Curtis on a Dixieland tune and All of 
Me, with both Jake and Curtis; and unexpected 
pleasure.
 Society members are so fortunate to have so 
many talented musicians in our membership to 
entertain us on opening night. Dave sends out a 
big thank you to those who participated in the jam 
session making it one of the best; including a vocal 
solos by Ryan Donaldson, Don Barbour’s grandson, 
Kathy Barbour Feese, daughter of Ross Barbour and 
Geoff Comstock, son of Bill Comstock along with 
Kirk Marcy, former Four Freshmen who blew us 
away with “scat” singing, It Could Happen To You.
 Friday night was the GALA with glitter and 
diamonds throughout the Anthony Wayne Ballroom 
which included a champagne toast to 75 years, 
presented by Ron Orman. Mayor Tom Henry read 
a Proclamation and welcomed everyone to the city 
of  Fort Wayne where the Four Freshmen presented 
their first professional performance at the 113 Club. 
Upon opening the Four Freshmen concert, a video 
of the four original Four Freshmen was shown 

singing Poinciana, and Ain’t 
Seen Nothin’ Like You. It 
was exciting to see the four 
originals performing in those 
early days. Following the video, the current Four Freshmen entered the stage 
singing and repeated the same tunes. 
 The Four Freshmen never sounded better. They are THE BEST! 
Their program consisted of tunes in chronological order beginning with the 
late 40s  as they were presented over the years. Friday afternoon the Four 
Freshmen held a Master Class with the “Singing Dons” of Purdue Fort 
Wayne under the direction of Dr. William Sauerland. A grant was issued by 
the Four Freshmen Music Foundation to vocal students to learn and study 
the harmonies and legacy of the Four Freshmen. The “Singing Dons” were 
invited to perform Friday evening the tunes that they had studied with the 
Freshmen in the Master Class earlier in the day. The Afterglow ended with 
singing around the grand piano in the hotel atrium.
 The Saturday night banquet tables were aglow with flowers and glitter 
flowing from metallic trumpets in honor of Curtis and Jake. Following dinner 
families of former Four Freshmen and others present were welcomed to the 
stage including Sue (Ross) Barbour and her entire family, Gary Barbour, Kent 
Barbour, and Kathy Barbour Feese. Donalyn Barbour Donaldson, daughter 
of Don Barbour, Kurt Kratzsch, son of Hal Kratzsch, Geoff Comstock, son of 
Bill Comstock, Ray Brown, Jr, son of Ray Brown and Marti Albers Scanlan, 
daughter of Ken Albers, Kirk Marcy and Curtis Calderon, former Four 
Freshmen,
 Special honors were presented to Donna Gallaway, President of the 
Four Freshmen Society, Gil Peterson, Chairman of the Board, Chaz Cone, 
webmaster and Linda Harrison for years of service and contributions to the 
Four Freshmen Society. An engraved crystal star was presented to each of the 
honorees. Stars were also presented to the current Four Freshmen for keeping 
the group performing into this 75th year…….after all they are the “STARS.” 
We will be here to 
support them in the 
future as we have 
since the year 1948 
beginning in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.

Anniversary 
Celebration
Marlene Lobsiger, Co-chair 
2023 FFS Convention

The75th



A great time was had by all.  For all of you who couldn’t come, we hope the photos will help you 
remember long-time friends and the great time we always had at the conventions.  We can only keep 
this going with your membership and presence. Maybe next convention, encourage your friends to 
join us and help preserve “The Sound.”   – Barb Meyers

Editors 
Note:
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And So It’s Over...
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And So It’s Over...

...but what a great time!



SONG LIST
at The Four Freshmen 75th Anniversary 

in Fort Wayne, IN   by Mark SchlichtingSONG LIST at The Four Freshmen 75th Anniversary in Fort Wayne, IN 
 

Friday, September 22, 2023 
Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Like You 
Poinciana 
I Wanna Go Where You Go* 
You Made Me Love You 
Angel Eyes 
Day By Day 
Graduation Day 
In This Whole Wide World 
Easy Street 
You’ve Got Me Cryin’ Again 
Someone Like You 
Give Me The Simple Life 
It Could Happen To You 
Day In, Day Out 
Polka Dots And Moonbeams 
Route 66 
Stardust 
The Girl From Ipanema 
Let Me Love You  
When You’re Smiling 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

It’s A Blue World 
 

 

Saturday, September 23, 2023 
Come Fly With Me 
You Stepped Out Of A Dream 
Fools Rush In 
Social Call 
From This Moment On 
All The Things You Are 
Have You Met Miss Jones 
Easy To Love 
In A Mellow Tone 
Laura 
Stompin’ At The Savoy 
So Danco Samba 
Guilty 
I Wanna Go Where You Go* 
Out Of Nowhere 
The Day Isn’t Long Enough 
There Will Never Be Another You 
Medley: Don’t Go To Strangers/ 
              Don’t Misunderstand 
Waltz For Debby 
Day By Day 
Put On A Happy Face 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What A Wonderful World 
And So It’s Over 
 
Two 90-minute programs with no repeats 
except for  I Wanna Go Where You Go, 
and Day by Day, both dedicated to original 
Four Freshmen member, Hal Kratzsch, 
whose son, Kurt, was in attendance.
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Group 1 
Lead: Bob Flanigan (1948-1992)
2nd: Don Barbour (1948-1960)
3rd: Ross Barbour (1948-1977)
4th: Hal Kratzsch (1948-1953)

Group 27
Lead: Ryan Howe (2020-present)
2nd: Tommy Boynton (2015-present)
3rd: Jake Baldwin (2020-present)
4th: Bob Ferreira (1992-present)

Past Members: 
Ken Errair (1953-1956)
Ken Albers (1956-1982)
Bill Comstock (1960-1973)
Ray Brown (1973-1977)
Autie Goodman (1977-1992)
Dennis Grillo (1977-1982)
Mike Beisner (1982-1994)
Rod Henley (1982-1987)
Dave Jennings (1986-1987)
Newton Graber (1987)
Kirk Marcy (1987-1988)
Garry Lee Rosenberg (1988-1991)
Greg Stegeman (1989-2001)
Kevin Stout (1992-1999)
Alan MacIntosh (1994-1996)
Brian Eichenberger (1996-2014)
Vince Johnson (1999-2013)
Curtis Calderon (2001-2016)
Stein Malvey (2013-2020)
Jon Gaines (2017-2020)

The Four 
Freshmen

Over the Years
by Tommy Boynton
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Photo Highlights of the Four Freshmen 75th Anniversary  
In Fort Wayne, Indiana, September 21-24, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LongSign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Freshman Memories Session, Left to Right: Marti “Albers” Allen, Ray Brown, Jr.,  
Freshmen Bob, Jake, and Ryan, Kent Barbour, Kathy Barbour Feese, Geoffrey Comstock 

Former Freshman Kirk Marcy,  
Sound Engineer Extraordinaire Erich Bucholtz,  

and Freshman “Patriarch” Bob Ferriera 

FFS President Donna Gallaway and Board Chairman Gil 
Peterson addressing the General Membership Meeting. 

“The show must go on!”  An ailing 
Tommy, “cracking a smile” below 
his mask after the second show. 

Frosh reunited (R-L):  Ryan, Jake, and former 
Freshman Curtis Calderon, “A friend indeed!” 

Longtime Four Freshman Society Members, Nick and 
JoAnn Sivo, relax at the Fort Wayne Airport as they 

prepare to return to South Windsor, Connecticut after the 
memorable Four Freshmen 75th Anniversary Celebration!  

Sign boards were aglow as Fort Wayne Celebrated the homecoming of their “Favorite Sons” during the 75th Anniversary Convention.   
The Mayor, Tom Henry, proclaimed September 22, 2023 as “The Four Freshmen Day” in Fort Wayne, Indiana! 

by Mark Schlichting
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Fresh News is published quarterly © 2023, all rights reserved, 
celebrating THE FOUR FRESHMEN, the best vocal/
instrumental quartet in the world. Publication does not imply 
approval of FFS corporate directors or trustees. Each author is 
responsible for his/her article.
Deadlines for consideration of articles:
 1. Jan/Feb/March - Dec 01  2. Apr/May/June - March 15  
 3. July/Aug/Sept - June 15  4. Oct/Nov/Dec - Sept 15
Submit manuscripts to the Editor: 
Barb Meyers, bam241136@gmail.com, Cell 419-309-7855

Carlie Barbour Four Oaks, NC
Frances Bell Pittsburgh, PA
Simeon Carson Oak Park, IL
Robert Criswell Fort Wayne, IN
Ryan Donaldson Shadow Hills, CA
Mariah Feldhous Valley Village, CA
Richard Hiestand Monrovia, CA
Kurt & Karen Kratzsch
 Winona Lake, IN
David & Pat Menge Fort Wayne, IN

Contributors
Barb Meyers Lakeland, FL
Paul McInnis South Boston, MA

John Beck Kennett Square, PA
Steve Spratt Grants Pass, OR
Bill Custer Tega Cay, SC

Larry Merriman Fort Wayne, IN
Terry Norr Scottsdale, AZ
Marti Scanlan Moorpark, CA
Bill & Jody Sorenson Everson, WA
Jack & Alice Tobey Lynden, WA
Jerry & Ronelle Widenhofer
 Fort Wayne, IN
Ali Wood Shadow Hills, CA
Susan & Darrell Wright
 North Canton, OH
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 Several years ago, we had the Freshmen here in Roseburg for “ON THE 
WINGS OF SONG I”.  Many of you may remember an article I wrote about 
that concert.  The venue was held in a very large hanger at the Roseburg 
Municipal Airport owned by a very close friend of mine.  It was a fabulous 
event and Bob Ferreira was so impressed with the setting that he also wrote 
an article for the Fresh News about it.  
 Well, that hanger was sold about a year ago and as result of that sale, 
I became friends with the new owner, Steve Swanson, President of Swanson 
Group.  Steve was familiar with the success of the earlier concert so I 
approached him with the idea of having another “ON THE WINGS OF 
SONG II”.  He agreed that another Freshmen concert in the hanger would 
be superb.  So “ON THE WINGS OF SONG II” was born.
 Swanson Group hosted the event and Sean Smith, with Starfire Lumber 
and I would be financial sponsors.  Since I have coordinated a number of 
Freshmen events here, I assumed the responsibility of putting all the pieces 
of the puzzle together.  We choose June 17th as the date and IVI verified that 
the Freshmen were available.  With that, we were off and running toward the 
finish line. 
 This would be an “invitation only” concert for approximately one 
hundred (100) guests.  The acoustics are excellent in the hanger and DB Pro 
Audio, who has handled the sound and lights for the Freshmen each time they 
have performed here was available.  Denny Miller is the sound engineer and 
owner of Pro Audio did an outstanding job for us as he always does.  We had 
a terrific catering company as well as an “open” bar which proved to be very 
popular with guests.
 We had a number of FFS members attending including several FFS 
members from California and Washington.
 The Freshmen simply performed flawlessly combining a number of 
musical treats from the past as well as several songs from their new CD. 
They were extremely well received by the audience and I think they acquired 
a number of new fans. Everything seemed to work in concert together 
perfectly and I don’t know how the whole experience could have been 
any better. Frankly, I just wish you could all have been here with me.  
It was truly a wonderful evening that I will remember always. 

On the Wings of Song II
by Gil Peterson

Fabulous 75th 
Anniversary 
Celebration!!

 Thanks to the hard work of Marlene 
and Dave, the 2023 FFS Convention in 
Ft. Wayne was one of the greatest, celebrating 
75 years of the unique Freshmen sound.

 Harry and I thoroughly enjoyed every 
planned activity of the convention, especially 
the Friday and Saturday night concerts of 
our favorite group.  We loved the opening on 
Friday night with the old video of the original 
Four Freshmen, followed by the current 
group—Bob, Tommy, Ryan and Jake—who 
blended perfectly.

 It was wonderful seeing old friends and 
meeting new ones.  Very special to me was 
spending time with Sue Barbour and her 
beautiful family.

Thanks to everyone 
who made this convention happen.  
Dot Lydic

(continued from page 2)

 If you love singing along with the Freshmen 
as I do, then the Wannabes was your choice 
on Thursday and Friday afternoons.  Kirk 
Marcy, former Freshmen, did a wonderful job 
leading the singing. Participating in this fun 
group effort always makes me appreciate the really 
complex arrangements the Freshmen can do with 
such smooth delivery AND play instruments at the 
same time!
 It was a memorable three days of renewing 
friendships and celebrating the fabulous 
Freshmen legacy. Now you may be wondering 
what plans are in the works for a next reunion.  
Our Convention Coordination Committee is 
currently exploring some possibilities for 2024.  
But, in the meantime, enjoy the photos of a great 
celebration in this issue!
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The Four Freshmen...On the Road!

2023      
December 2  Green Valley, AZ 
Community Performing and Arts Center, 125 W Continental Rd
 Show times: 3:00p and 7:00p Tickets: 520-399-1750
December 3  Gold Canyon, AZ  
Gold Canyon United Methodist Church, 6640 South Kings Ranch Rd
 Show time: 7:00p Tickets: 480-493-6731
December 31  Livermore, CA 
Bankhead Theater,  
 Show time: 8:00p

2024      
January 29  Palm Desert, Ca
McCallum Theatre, 73000 Fred Waring Drive
 Show Time: 7:00p Tickets: 760-340-2787
 mccallumtheatre.org/index.php/shows/2023-2024-season
 Note: Ann Hampton Calloway is also on this show.
February 5  Gulf Shores, AL
Eire Meyer Civic Center, 1930 W. 2nd Street
 Show time: 7:00p
February 6  Gulf Shores, AL
Eire Meyer Civic Center, 1930 W. 2nd Street
 Show time: 7:00p
February 7  Gulf Shores, AL
Eire Meyer Civic Center, 1930 W. 2nd Street
 Show time: 7:00p
February 25  Sarasota, FL
Glenridge Performing Arts Center
February 28  Newberry, SC
Newberry Opera House
 Show time: 3:00p
March 9  New Albany, IN 
The Ogle Center at Indiana University Southeast - Stem Concert Hall
 Show time: 7:30p Tickets: TBA
March 15  Bonita Springs, FL
First Presbyterian Church of Bontia Springs
 Show times: TBA Tickets: TBA
April 12  Tiffin, OH
The Ritz Theatre
 Show time: 7:30p Tickets: TBA
April 26  Hastings, MI
TAC Jazz Festival - Hastings Performing Arts Center
 Show time: 7:30p Tickets: TBA

Check the Website: fourfreshmensociety.com or fourfreshmen.com for updates
For bookings:  International Ventures Incorporated
 Dina Sheets-Roth
 P.O. Box 993, Hampton Bay, NY  11946
 Phone: 661-259-4500 Email: ivimanagement@me.com
 Please note: Dates subject to change without notice.

Please be sure to keep up with the status of concerts at 
fourfreshmensociety.com

 In an informal poll among Four Freshmen 
fans who dropped their membership in the Four 
Freshmen Society, one reason evolved over others: 
“They don’t come to perform anywhere near me 
anymore.”  Well, we want to change that! And 
you can help, if you are willing to lobby your local 
performing arts venues.
 First of all,  go to the website fourfreshmen.
com and click on Tour. If you see in the calendar 
that they have an upcoming performance in your 
state, you can use that date as an incentive for an 
“add on.” Or, if they are not yet scheduled in your 
state, you can start fresh.
 Below is a sample of a communication that 
you could use as a model in contacting performance 
venues in your area. Here I referred to my 
experience at the 2023 FFS Convention, but you 
could write a note about your own interest in the 
Freshmen. All contracts for performances must 
go through IVI.
 Click this QR code to see the online 
version of the Freshmen eight-page 
brochure.  If you need to print out any 
or all of the pages, you can do that from 
the fourfreshmensociety.com site.
 
      *    *    *    *   Sample Letter   *    *    *    *    
Hello,
 I just returned from the 2023 Four Freshmen 
Society Convention in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
which celebrated 75 years since the original group 
first performed professionally. I am so excited 
about the quality of the music resulting from the 
current members of The Four Freshmen, who are 
exceptionally talented instrumental as well as vocal 
musicians! A playbill describing the individuals is 
available by scanning the QR code.
 I am writing to encourage you to check out 
their website -- fourfreshmen.com -- which offers 
selected videos for your viewing. You will be able 
to gauge for yourself what a treat they would be for 
your audiences. They are committed to a couple of 
Florida dates, so they would already be available in 
our state for play dates on February 25 and March 
15, 2024.
 For engagement opportunities, please contact: 
  International Ventures, Inc.
  Dina Sheets-Roth
  info@ivimanagement.com
You will be happy you booked this amazing group.

Linda Harrison
Board Member, Four Freshmen Society
 

Invite the Four 
Freshmen Over

by  Linda Harrison

http://www.mccallumtheatre.org/index.php/shows/2023-2024-season
http://www.fourfreshmensociety.com/events.htm
https://www.fourfreshmen.com/
mailto:ivimanagement%40me.com?subject=
http://www.fourfreshmensociety.com/events.htm
http://www.fourfreshmen.com
http://www.fourfreshmen.com
http://www.fourfreshmensociety.com


If you would like to make 
a tax-deductible donation, 
please go to 
FourFreshmenMusicFoundation.org 
or contact FFMF Treasurer 
Dave Bentley dbentley@optonline.net, 
203-972-1916.
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