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 Many thanks for the diligence and determination of Jim and Linda 
Williams, we were able to have an extremely successful FFS convention.  
Even after two postponements, they were able to keep all the terms and 
conditions of the original contract with the hotel as they were, without a 
single change.  That is pretty amazing to me.  One of the keys to their success 
was establishing a wonderful working relationship with the hotel Marketing 
Manager, Stephanie Ahrens, who turned out be nothing short of an angel for 
us.  Stephanie and all of her staff could not have been more accommodating.  
The FFS is deeply appreciative to each of you.
 The convention got under way Wednesday evening with one of the best 
jam sessions we have ever had.  Dave Blackwell did an outstanding job 
of organizing and emceeing the event.  Thanks, Dave.  What would we do 
without you.
 Thanks to a grant from the FFMF, a group of four young men from the 
Boston area opened the Thursday Freshmen concert singing several Freshmen 
charts.  It was delightful to see young people who love the Freshmen sounds 
as much as we do.  They were terrific.  The FFMF also sponsored Josh Evert 
who sang with the Freshmen and spoke to our group.  Very talented!
 The Board of Directors elected three new members to the Board.  
Congratulations to Linda Harrison, Marlene Lobsiger and Mark Schlichting.  
Welcome aboard.  We look forward to your guidance and advice.
 We had a very special guest attending the convention.  Dina Sheets-Roth, 
manager of the Freshmen.  Dina had not attended a FFS convention since 
2007 in Portland.  It was great having you with us, Dina.  Join us again soon.
 The new CD, The Four Freshmen featuring Emmet Cohen, was 
available in the 113 Club.  If you have not purchased one yet, they are 
available at the Music-Mart and you need to get your copy soon.  You’ll 
simply love the it!
 The Thursday and Friday night Freshmen concerts were marvelous.  
Group #27 is a very special group.  Their performances were simply superb.  
They have a very close relationship together and that comes shinning through 
with their instrumental and vocal renderings.  If you have not had the 
privilege of hearing Group #27,  if they happen to be anywhere near you, do 
yourself a favor - go see and hear them. I can guarantee you that you will love 
this group.
 All in all, Bay City was a terrific convention.  Thanks to all of you who 
made it happen.

 If you missed Bay City, you will not want to miss the 2023 Convention 
to be held in Fort Wayne, IN.  The contract has been recently signed and the 
dates for the convention will be September 21 to 23, 2023.  Our Co-Chairs 
are Dave Blackwell and Marlene Lobsiger.  Many of you may remember they 
Co-Chaired a very successful FFS convention in 2013.  The 2023 Convention 
will be the 75th Anniversary of The Four Freshmen, (1948-2023).  Dave and 
Marlene are planning to make this convention even more amazing than the 
2013 Convention.  You will want to make every effort possible to attend.  All 
of the information will be in the January issue of the Fresh News.  Put these 
dates on your calendar and don’t let anything keep you from being there.  
Stay safe and stay healthy.......I will see you in Fort Wayne!   

Bay City to Fort Wayne
by Gil Peterson
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GREETINGS 
FFS MEMBERS
& FRESHMEN FANS

Our 
President,
Donna
Gallaway 

 I hope you have all enjoyed a pleasant summer 
and are looking forward to the holiday season which 
will be upon us before we know it.  Time has a 
way of marching on regardless of what is going on 
in our busy lives.  It seems like such a short time 
ago we were gathered in Bay City, Michigan for 
our convention/reunion.  Looking forward, we are 
preparing for a fabulous event to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of The Four Freshmen in September of 
2023, back where it all began in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.
 Be sure to check 
out all the information 
in this issue regarding 
this convention, and 
mark your calendar 
now so you can start 
planning to be there.  
I guarantee you do not 
want to miss this one!
 As I write this, 
I find myself going 
back in time 
remembering all the 
wonderful friends Tom 
and I made through this 
organization over the 
last 30 years who are 
no longer with us. On 
July 30th we lost one 
of the best in Mel Meyers. Barb and Mel have been 
some of the strongest and most devoted fans of The 
Four Freshmen I have ever known.  When they 
lived in Toledo, Ohio I was able to visit often and 
was always amazed at the dedicated FF room full 
of Fresh memorabilia. They had items from group 
one right through the current group at that time.  
Mel and Barb had a special relationship with Bob 
(continued on page 11)

On to Fort Wayne
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The Fifth Freshmen: 
Erich Bucholtz, Audio Engineer
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 If you have attended a Four Freshmen 
convention sometime in the last 30 years, you have 
experienced the results of his work - but you may 
not know his name or even recognize his face. Erich 
Bucholtz is the magician behind the sound quality at 
many Four Freshmen performances.
 Operating out of Latrobe, Pennsylvania 
as Bucholtz Productions, Erich has been an 
independent Audio Engineer (audio technician, 
sound mixer, sound man) since January, 1976. His 
clients have ranged from the Dalai Lama to George 
Carlin to Jefferson Starship and Vince Gill. 
 Erich’s interest in music started early. He 
wanted to imitate his father, who played acoustic 
guitar. But when he was about 13 years of age he 
started getting interested in electronics. One of his 
neighbors, who had a garage high school band, 
invited Erich to their rehearsals and he started 
working with a mixer. The more he was around it 
the more he got caught up in it.  
 According to Erich, “Once I got involved in 
this, I came to a Y in the road: OK, I could be a 
musician, or I could do the technical end of the 
music industry. Because I felt that I had a knack for 
the technical end, I decided to go for it because I 
was young and could change directions if it didn’t 
work out.”

    When he started running sound, 
his parents weren’t happy because 
they didn’t think there was a future 
for him. Later on, he did a show 
with Waylon Jennings and got 
tickets for his parents. They came 
early to see what he could do. The 
next day his dad said, “You know, 
son, I had no idea you had to work 
so hard for that job you do. Now 
I see why you sleep half the day 
when you get home.” 
     When Pink Floyd, Erich’s 
favorite band growing up, was 

scheduled to perform in Pittsburgh, he bought a dozen tickets and hired a 
limo for his mom and friends. Their seats were in the center of the room, and 
the sound was phenomenal. (Buford Jones from Tennessee was the mixer for 
that concert, and Erich got to meet him years later.) According to Erich, this 
was a milestone in his relationship with his mom. Sadly, Erich lost both of his 
parents within two weeks of each other in July, 2007. 
 Erich’s relationship with The Four Freshmen began with an introduction 
by Chick Trafford, who brought in Group #18 (Kevin Stout, Mike Beisner, 
Greg Stegeman, Bob Ferreira) for a Habitat for Humanity fundraiser. Chick 
hired Erich who was well known in the Greensburg, Pennsylvania area. 
 Early on with The Four Freshmen, Erich noticed how crucial Bob 
Flanigan’s perspective was in performing the arrangement the way he heard 
it. During sound checks Erich wanted to know exactly what he should do to 
get the sound Flanigan wanted.
 One night Erich said to The Four Freshmen, “You guys are going to think 
I’m crazy — there are only four of you, but I am hearing five.” They just 
laughed, because they knew that when a specific note hits a specific place at 
a specific time, it can actually double itself or create a phantom sound. It’s 
called a sympathetic vibration. It can happen with any kind of instrument and 
be an octave higher or lower. When everything is exactly right on, the reward 
is that perceived extra vocal part that makes it better. The Freshmen don’t 
really know when that happens because the monitors on stage don’t have the 
right balance to let them know. That experience really broadened his mixing 
abilities.
 Erich said, “I have had the opportunity to work with a lot of big bands 
and orchestras over the years, and I am so fortunate to have worked with 
these guys. When The Four Freshmen hire a musician, they don’t hire just 
a run-of-the-mill musician — they hire someone who has extremely deep 
knowledge and talent in the music industry for that type of music.”
 Erich usually schedules a sound check before performances, but an 
empty room is not the same as when people are in the room.
 According to Erich, “When people arrive, the entire atmosphere changes, 
and they start absorbing a lot of sound pressure levels and frequencies. 
So those first couple of minutes of the first song are extremely critical for me. 
I completely block out everything except the music.
 “One thing I use is reverb. Reverb is created when soundwaves reflect 
off surfaces in a room to reach your ear so closely together that you can’t 
interpret them as individual delays. The new reverb units have a spatial 

(continued on page 9)



YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS IT!
Back to the Beginning...

75 Years Later

 The Four Freshmen have added three new members since the Fort Wayne 
convention.  We are so happy to welcome Bob and the newer members, 
Tommy, Ryan and Jake to our city.  We are sure they will find local people, 
as well as Society Members, friendly, helpful, and enthusiastic. 
 Fort Wayne boasts many attractions. The Embassy Theater and the 
Botanical Gardens were featured as side trips ten years ago and are still 
highlights of our downtown. Within walking distance are the newly 
developed Promenade Park along the Saint Mary’s River, the Landing with its 
historic vibe, several restaurants and the (Vera) Bradley Hotel incorporating 
its distinctive décor as well as its bar and two fine restaurants.  A short 
distance away by car or shuttle is excellent shopping at Jefferson Pointe.  
This is just a very short list of the attractions Fort Wayne has to offer.
 Save the date September 21-23, 2023.  We had so much fun hosting The 
Four Freshmen Convention ten years ago, we can’t wait to do it again.  
See you there!
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 We three want to tell all of our Four Freshmen 
Society members, old and new, how excited we 
are to once again be a part of the Four Freshmen 
Society Convention Committee, 2023, just as we 
were ten years ago. We are anxious to welcome 
everyone to Fort Wayne, Indiana, our city, where 
“it all began at the 113 Club.” To us, this gives 
special meaning to the 75th Diamond Anniversary 
Celebration.  
 Our Convention Committee for 2023 has many 
of the same members who planned the Fort Wayne 
Convention ten years ago in 2013.  Some of us, 
including we three, are classmates from Fort Wayne 
North Side High School.  (Many others, husbands, 
wives, old friends and new friends, all Freshmen 
Fans, were involved in planning and making that 
convention possible.)  Our enthusiasm for The Four 
Freshmen was awakened by another classmate, Neil 
Lantz. Neil invited us to attend the Indianapolis 
Convention in 2008.  We loved the music and the 
Society members made us feel so welcome and 
provided such a good time that we have attended 
many of the conventions since then. 
 At a recent get-together, we (Pat, Gretchen and 
Mary) were brainstorming hoping to find ways to 
contribute to the 2023 Convention. We even wore 
our 2013 Convention shirts to the get-together and 
Ken took our picture. We enjoyed reminiscing and 
sharing memories of when we first heard The Four 
Freshmen and their timeless music.  
 Pat: “I was first aware of The Four Freshmen 
sound while working on the 2013 Convention.  I 
wanted to join my friends who were so enthusiastic 
about the project.  I have been a devoted fan ever 
since.” 
 Gretchen: “My husband, Stan, is a musician and 
a Stan Kenton fan.  He introduced me to The Four 
Freshmen in 1956 at Ball State University. We’ve 
loved their music all these years.” 
 Mary: “The Four Freshmen performed at 
Michigan State University, where I was a student in 
the fifties. My friend was a big fan and took me as 
his guest. I was hooked.” 
 Our readers might enjoy remembering where 
and when they became fans of this special vocal 
jazz music. 

By Pat Kirkpatrick, Gretchen Roth, and Mary Scrogham

Pat Kirkpatrick, Gretchen Roth, and Mary Scrogham
Committee Members of the Four Freshmen Society 2023 Convention

The Embassy Theatre



Allen County Public Library

Botanical Conservatory
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Prominade Park - Main Entrance

Canal Boat at Prominade Park
Cathedral of 

the Immaculate 
Conception

Fort Wayne Museum of Art



Celebrating...
     Anniversary of
     THE FOUR FRESHMEN75th

Prominade Park 
- Riverside

Grand Wayne 
Convention 
Center

The Downtown 
Hilton Hotel

Parkview Field
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By Dave Blackwell and Marlene Lobsiger

September 21-23, 2023
 Imagine this…..The Four Freshmen Society 
will be celebrating their 2023 Annual Convention in 
the exact location of the 113 Club where The Four 
Freshmen were booked for their first professional 
performance in Fort Wayne, Indiana September 20, 
1948. 
 Marlene Lobsiger and Dave Blackwell, 
having co-chaired the 2013 and 65th Anniversary 
Convention, have once again volunteered to co-chair 
another Four Freshmen Society Convention in Fort 
Wayne. 
 The 36th Four Freshmen Society Annual 
Convention will be held in the Grand Wayne 
Convention Center and the downtown Hilton Hotel. 
Enjoy free parking and free airport transportation 
from the recently renovated Fort Wayne 
International Airport.
 Find many attractions within easy walking 
distance. Enjoy a variety of shops and restaurants 
in downtown Fort Wayne, visit the Historic 
Embassy Theatre, the indoor oasis at the Botanical 
Conservatory and the beautiful Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception across the street from 
the Convention Center. Tour the Fort Wayne Art 
Museum. Explore your family history at the Allen 
County Public Library, boasting the 2nd largest 
Genealogy Department in the United States with 
helpful, on-staff Genealogists. Take a walk around 
Parkview Field, voted the #1 minor league ballpark 
in the country. Or walk four blocks down the 
Harrison Street corridor to the new Promenade Park 
on the Riverfront offering scenic views and urban 
adventure. Don’t miss the historic Landing with its 
many shops and restaurants. 

Welcome to Fort Wayne!



Celebrating...
     Anniversary of
     THE FOUR FRESHMEN
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Gil Peterson, Chairman
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Gil Peterson, Chairman 541-672-0937 
Donna Gallaway, President 419-516-3642 
John Emerson, Treasurer 843-271-6001
George Nosky, Secretary 734-397-7096
David W. Bentley 203-972-1916
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John Emerson, Treasurer
74 Doncaster Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909
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Fresh News is published quarterly © 2022, all rights reserved, 
celebrating THE FOUR FRESHMEN, the best vocal/
instrumental quartet in the world. Publication does not imply 
approval of FFS corporate directors or trustees. Each author is 
responsible for his/her article.
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Edward & Sandra Pickettt, Liberty, TX
Ron Wetzel, Clayton, CA

Christy Reppond, Heber Springs, AR
Jan Turbeville, Heber Springs, AR

B&W

Ann Johnson, a Four Freshmen member donated 
$100 to be sent to Mel’s favorite charity.  That of 
course would be The Four Freshmen Society.  
I and President Donna are matching the donation.  
Anyone else who would like to follow suit in honor 
of Mel can send a check to Chaz Cone (address 
listed above in the Membership Office section)
Thank you so much for this and all the kind 
thoughts and prayers! — Barb

DONATIONS
in Honor of Mel

mailto:johnejazz%40sc.rr.com?subject=
mailto:bam241136%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:TrudyF%40reagan.com%20?subject=
mailto:Jazzflyer%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:chaz%40chazcone.com?subject=
mailto:freshhistorian%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:johnejazz%40sc.rr.com?subject=
mailto:bam241136%40gmail.com?subject=


FN  OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2022 page 8

B&W



FN  OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2022 page 9

COLOR

Jim Shy with Milton 
Mayor Anissa Welch, 

who introduced 
The Four Freshmen 
on Saturday night.

 Jim Shy, of Milton, who brought the six-time Grammy-nominated band 
The Four Freshmen to his hometown Saturday night 
for a free concert, was pleased with the event.
 “It was beautiful. It went really well,” said Shy, 
who turned 84 on Sunday.
 He said about 150 people showed up at the 
Milton High School auditorium including Milton 
Mayor Anissa Welch.
 “People came up, I didn’t even know who 
they were and they thanked me for putting it on.” 
Shy said.
 He was so worried he wouldn’t fill the 
auditorium’s 748 seats that he 
bought a $100 ad in the 
Wisconsin State Journal 
on Wednesday.
 “Not everybody is interested 
and won’t take the effort to even 
go to something (that’s free), but 
a lot of people came and talked 
to me about it,” he said Monday 
morning.
 Shy, a retired engineer, 
discovered the vocal jazz 
harmony group online two 
years ago and thought, 
“Man, those guys are really great.”
 He said the concert was a gift to Milton, which is 40 miles southeast of 
Madison.
 Shy wouldn’t say how much it cost to hire the quartet. “It’s not that 
much,” he said last week. “See, I have a lot of money in the stock market and 
the stock market is so crazy. Sometimes I lose more money in one day than 
this whole concert cost.”
 The Four Freshmen were founded in 1948 at Butler University in 
Indianapolis and toured the world. They take after 1940s- and ‘50s-era groups 
such as The Four Aces and The Modernaires.
 The last original member retired in 1993, but the group continues to tour 
internationally. In 1999, the group played at the old Madison Civic Center, 
where the Overture Center is now, and tickets were $23 and $16.
 Shy, who six months ago lost his wife of 57 years, said his three 
daughters and many of his grandchildren attended the concert.
 The mayor introduced the group and stayed for the show. “There’s a 
picture of me and the mayor. I told her we were going to put the picture 
in the paper and say with a caption ‘mayor gets a new boyfriend.’”

The Four Freshmen played Milton Saturday 
in a gift for the community.

The Four Freshmen: 
Free Public Concert 

in Milton, WI
By Samara Kalk Derby | Wisconsin State Journal

Erich Bucholtz (continued from page 3)
program built into them. We don’t hear it because 
it’s not that apparent except to a trained ear. I want 
the mix to be big and full.”
 Erich now uses digital mixing consoles. At the 
end of the show, he can save the mix: all the levels 
of the microphones, the tonal controls, the special 
effects and the equalization of all the sounds up 
front. He ends up with a footprint that he can use 
every time he does a Four Freshmen show. He 
puts a jump drive in his console, and the whole 
console changes to what he really likes for The Four 
Freshmen. The guys can come out and perform with 
no worry about what it sounds like up front.
 The convention in Denver was hands-down 
the best sound Erich claims he has ever had with 
The Four Freshmen (Group #25: Bob Ferreira, Jon 
Gaines, Stein Malvey, Tommy Boynton). He says, 
“I could not have been happier with the sound — 
the volume was low but it was like the guys were 
sitting right next to you. It was haunting, it was 
so good. A fellow came up to me and profusely 
complimented me on the vocal mix. I found out he 
was Ralph Dickerson, a trumpet player for Earth, 
Wind and Fire.” 
 Erich goes on, “We do a lot of big bands. We 
are currently working with Lords of 52nd Street 
– Billy Joel’s band. When I do a show with them, 
I put their jump drive in the console and get their 
unique results.”
 The Four Freshmen have their multitude of 
hits, and they have to do those songs the same way. 
No matter who is playing up there, Bob Flanigan is 
sitting back to make sure the new guys are worthy 
of the name.
 “Young people need to be introduced to that 
kind of music and appreciate the content of what 
these guys are doing. This new group is very 
innovative and they’re trying new techniques to 
charge it up a bit. Musicianship back 75 years ago 
was completely different from today. Young people 
may not even know who The Four Freshmen are. 
They have every type of musical instrument at their 
digital disposal.”
 “I am so fortunate and blessed to be at this 
point in my life,” says Erich. “I have been all 
over the country, met amazing people and got to 
experience new things. My dad used to say, “Son, if 
you don’t like the picture you see, paint a new one.” 
At this stage I look back and see I have painted a lot 
of good pictures, and they always involve mixing 
sound – every genre of sound.”
 He definitely plans to be a part of the upcoming 
75th Anniversary Convention in Fort Wayne. As 
Erich puts it, “I am really an extension of The Four 
Freshmen — I am the Fifth Freshmen, whose only 
job is to refine and present the musicians to the 
audience with the best possible sound.”
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For Our Friends 
in Japan

FreshFan Yas Ichiura has, for many years, published a 
Japanese version of FreshNews.  Even if your Japanese is 
rusty, you can appreciate the work shown in these images.     
                                                            Thanks, Yas!
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The Four Freshmen...On the Road!

October 27-28, 2022  Overland Park, KS
  Midwest Trust Center, 12345 College Blvd
 Show time: 8:00p  Tickets: 913-469-4445
October 30, 2022  Minneapolis, MN
  The Belvedere at Crooners, 6161 Highway 65 NE
 Show time: 6:00p Box office: 763-760-0062
 Dinner and cocktail service begins 75 minutes prior to showtime.
November 12, 2022  Toledo, OH
  Toledo Jazz Festival, Valentine Theater, 410 Adams St
 A Tribute to Mel Meyers!
 Show time: 8:00p Tickets: 419-242-2787
December 4, 2022  Coolidge, AZ
  Pence Center, Central Arizona College, 8470 N. Overfield Rd
 Show time: 2:00p  Tickets: 520-477-SHOW
December 11, 2022  Oakley, KS
  Oakley High School Auditorium, 118 West 7th
 Show time: 3:00p  Tickets: TBA
December 31, 2022  Spring, TX
  The Centrum, 6823 Cypresswood Dr
 Show time: 8:00p Tickets: 281-440-4850

Check the Website: fourfreshmensociety.com or fourfreshmen.com for updates
For bookings:  International Ventures Incorporated
 Dina Sheets-Roth
 P.O. Box 993, Hampton Bay, NY  11946
 Phone: 661-259-4500 Email: ivimanagement@me.com
 Please note: Dates subject to change without notice.

Due to the current health restrictions, please be sure to keep up with the 
status of concerts online at fourfreshmensociety.com

GREETINGS
The President’s Message 
(continued from page 2)
and Mary Flanigan, which allowed Mel to know 
The Four Freshmen in a personal way.  Mel played 
the drums, and he loved owning several Corvettes 
over his lifetime, but his love of music, particularly 
Freshmen music was his passion.
 I enjoyed working with Mel as his secretary 
when he was President of FFS and also Chairman 
of the Board of Directors. He was a giant Freshmen 
fan who supported the guys in ways we never heard 
about - a humble man with a huge heart.  I will miss
his big bear hugs every time we met.  I know your 
heart is breaking, Barb, but the footprints Mel left 
will always be there, and they are too big for anyone 
else to fill.  Remember,  we’ll be together again!

For Our Friends in Japan
(continued from page 10)

http://fourfreshmensociety.com/events.htm
https://www.fourfreshmen.com/
mailto:info%40ivimanagement.com?subject=
http://fourfreshmensociety.com/events.htm


If you would like to make 
a tax-deductible donation, 
please go to 
FourFreshmenMusicFoundation.org 
or contact FFMF Treasurer 
Dave Bentley dbentley@optonline.net, 
203-972-1916.
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