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 I joined FFS (FFAS) in 1991 and tried to promote the fan club 
in Japan. I have been successful for the first 15 or 20 years, mainly 
because The Four Freshmen have been to Japan many times.
 Now, I have to admit I’m getting old and can’t organize FFS Japan 
properly these days. Therefore, I would like to move my job as FFS 
Japan Rep to Chaz Cone before I become totally uncontrollable.
 Late 1990, John Bangs asked me to help him take care of an 
increasing number of FFS Japan members. There were long time Four 
Freshmen fans in Japan, but many of them were not good at handling 
the foreign currency exchange and thus sending money to FFS, USA.
I was happy to assist those people and John Bangs. It has worked out 
very well. 
 Now, it’s the right 
time for me to hand 
over the reins of FFS 
Japan members to 
Chaz. Simply, he’ll 
take care of them in 
the same way as he 
does other groups 
from other countries 
as well as USA 
members.
 I have informed 
the FFS Japan 
members about my resignation and ask them to contact Chaz directly 
thru the FFS website for renewal procedures. I have sent Chaz a list 
of active FFS Japan members along with their renewal month to help 
make the switch as smooth as possible. Luckily, the next membership 
renewal in Japan is due in May 2025, so we have some time to prepare 
this procedure.
 PS. It was great fun and happiness to help The Four Freshmen 
and FFS for the last 35 years or so. Michiko and I will always cherish 

the many valuable 
friends and the 
wonderful times we 
shared with the great 
sound of The Four 
Freshmen.
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GREETINGS 
FFS MEMBERS
& FRESHMEN FANS

Our 
President,
Donna
Gallaway 

 The calendar keeps changing, yet the 
music plays on.  The fabulous Four Freshmen 
continue to wow audiences and fill venues from 
what I am hearing from FFS folks who have 
been lucky enough to see them in person.
  We would like to see and hear about more
“Gatherings” where FFS members and friends
will get together in the area where the 
Freshmen are performing.  It’s always good to
catch up with one another at a show, but the 
Gathering can extend the reunion or even 
introduce us to new members and fans that 
could grow our Society.  Check the FFS 
website to find out how to arrange one of
these events or to participate in one.
 If you have a special memory of a time 
spent with any of the former or current 
Freshmen and would like to share your
experience, we encourage you to write an
article for the Fresh News. We want to hear 
from you! Our editor Barb Meyers is always
open to receive your stories.

 I wish you all a wonderful Spring 
season filled with Fresh music and 
Fresh opportunities.

Yas & Michiko:
We love you!

by Yas Ichiura



 FFS members, Bill and 
Pauline O’Neill, caught 
the Four Freshmen’s first 
concert of 2025 at Morton, 
Illinois on January 13, 
2025. It was a on a cold, 
11 degree, Monday night. 
But the Morton Fine Arts 
Theatre was toasty as the 
Four Freshmen played 
an excellent performance 
to a sold-out crowd. The 
appreciative audience 
called for an encore. The 
boys are off on another 
successful year. 

Don Follett’s daughter took this photo of the 
sidewalk in Palm Springs, CA (on a vacation). 
Palm Springs has a walk of fame like Hollywood.  
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The Four Freshmen 

Warm Up 
Morton, IL

by Don Follett

A Star on
Hollywood

Palm Spring’s 
Walk of Fame



Editors Note:
I have decided to add a page called Memories.  If any of you have 
photos from Conventions or parties that you love and would like to see 
them in Fresh News, just send them to me and I will eventually get 
them in.  They, of course, always have to be with the Four Freshmen and 
Society Members.
– Barb Meyers
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Greetings to all,
 I recently had a conversation with Bob Ferreira and he informed 
me that things seem to be picking up for the group and he is very 
positive about their future.  They have a number of dates coming up 
soon. I have been working on having the group back here in Oregon 
this summer.  I don’t have anything currently set in stone, but I am 
hopeful that I can secure a date someday soon.  I have also been in 
touch with Jake’s sister, Emily, who lives in Eugene, Oregon, and 
she informed me that she has several contacts there that she will be 
pursuing.  Our hope is that we can put together several venues this 
summer.  Between us, maybe we can put our heads together and make 
something happen. Stay tuned!
 I know that our membership has declined, but we still have 
members scattered all over the country.  I would like to encourage 
everyone to always be on the lookout for possibilities for the Freshmen 
in your area.  Most communities have some kind of summer music 
venue.  If there is one in your community, I suggest you contact 
the committee Chairman and promote the Four Freshmen for the 
event. You might be surprised. At least make the effort. If anyone 
is interested, I would be very pleased to assist you in the process.
 The news from the “gatherings” around the country has been very 
exciting. The one I attended in Lynden, Washington was superb. Keep 
up the good work and let’s have a bunch more of these. It may not be a 
convention, but it’s a great way to celebrate the Four Freshmen. These 
also serve as a wonderful way for us to meet again and share the iconic 
sounds of our favorite group. Put one together and if it’s anywhere 
close, I will be there.
 I wish each of you a delightful spring and summer.
Stay healthy and safe.

Best fresh wishes!

Gatherings
by Gil PetersonAnnual membership dues are required for 

membership in  the Four Freshmen Society 
(FFS).  Here’s how your dues are used:
 • Not for labor :) The FFS is all volunteers. 
  No one is paid to do Society work; there’s 
  no paid staff.
 • Fresh News Newsletter is published 
  quarterly and is full of information and 
  member stories to help members learn about 
  the upcoming convention, Four Freshmen 
  gigs, latest CD releases, to gain access to 
  the Merchandise Mart, and so much more.
 • A  mailing list is maintained for the 
  newsletter and other mailings to FFS 
  members. All mailing expenses are paid 
  by the FFS.
 • The FFS often purchases items for the 
  Freshmen --  clothing and sometimes 
  instruments and cases, replacements for 
  damaged items, publicity photographs 
  and posters.
 • Four Freshmen recordings on CDs are 
  usually produced by the FFS.
 • Transition expenses for bringing new 
  Freshmen into the group are paid by 
  the FFS.
 Your annual dues of $30 (or $25/year when 
renewing for multiple years at once) stretch 
far beyond what’s listed above in benefits and 
expenses. As a FFS member, you are part of the 
greatest fan club in the world for a group of hard 
working, skilled and talented young men who, 
for more than 75 years, continue to perform one 
of the greatest historical legacies in American 
music!
 You can renew your membership at any time 
by going to dues.fourfreshmensociety.com; 
please do!

WHERE DO MY 
MEMBERSHIP DUES GO?



Some Most Memorable Encounters
 Marian and I signed up for this, our first 
cruise. The Four Freshmen were our attraction. 
I had first heard them in 1957 and reunited with 
them at Winthrop College in South Carolina 
circa 1992. This was back when Bob had a 
bushy head of hair!
 We boarded the Holland America ship in 
New York never thinking that this would be a 
cruise we would never forget!
 As we left the harbor, we ascended to 
the top deck for the view which included the 
beautiful World Trade Center gleaming in the 
western sun. Attached is one of the photos that 
I took. Later, I had the ship’s photo lab make a 
dozen copies for new friends we had met. The 
excursions were wonderful. Marian, a tennis 
star, loved the World Tennis Center in Newport. 

 At about eight o’clock Tuesday morning I was walking the 
deck with my Sony Walkman broadcasting trivia when a startling 
announcement came concerning a plane hitting one of the Towers. 
I rushed back to our room and we saw the second tragic crash. At 
this moment the world knew that this was a terrorist attack. The ship 
announced that the theater would be showing the scenes. We stayed 
there watching for several hours. Many viewers were in tears.
 Our next stop was Halifax, Nova Scotia. Oh my! What a 
welcome. The folks were so sympathetic and hospitable. Our ship 
was clearly out of USA jurisdiction when the crashes happened 
so we could not be called back. The Four Freshmen added heroic 
performances that we were so grateful for and will never forget.
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Preston Stevens’ Memorable Encounter
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Membership Office
Data Base-Change of Address
Chaz Cone, Director/Webmaster
6900 Hunters Knoll NE
Atlanta, GA 30328-1763
Mobile: 770-833-2902
Email: ffs@chazcone.com

Historian
Christian Rank
6501 Yale #404
Westland, MI 48185
Phone: 734-728-1673
Email: freshhistorian@yahoo.com

FreshNews
Barb Meyers, Editor
1673 Colonnades Cir. N.
Lakeland, Florida 33811
Phone: 419-309-7855
Email: bam241136@gmail.com

Corporate Board of Directors
Gil Peterson, Chairman 541-672-0937 
Donna Gallaway, President 
   419-516-3642 
John Emerson, Treasurer 843-271-6001
George Nosky, Secretary 734-397-7096
David W. Bentley 203-972-1916
Maurice Byrne 905-575-1530
Chaz Cone 770-833-2902
Dan de la Torre 775-787-0632
Linda Harrison  561-358-9418
Marlene Lobsiger  260-760-5531
David Mehl 502-243-3030
Barb Meyers 419-309-7855
Christian Rank 734-728-1673
Mark Schlichting  360-303-2373

Corporate Board of Directors Emeriti
Yasushi Ichiura 011 81 33 467 7573
Neil Lantz 317-849-7443 
Dorothy Lydic 412-301-0420
General Information
Donna Gallaway, President
787 E. Main Street, Leipsic, OH 45856
Phone: 419-516-3642
Email: gallawaydonna1@gmail.com

Financial Office
John Emerson, Treasurer
74 Doncaster Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909
843-271-6001
Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Fresh News is published quarterly © 2025, all rights reserved, 
celebrating THE FOUR FRESHMEN, the best vocal/
instrumental quartet in the world. Publication does not imply 
approval of FFS corporate directors or trustees. Each author is 
responsible for his/her article.
Deadlines for consideration of articles:
 1. Jan/Feb/March - Dec 01  2. Apr/May/June - March 15  
 3. July/Aug/Sept - June 15  4. Oct/Nov/Dec - Sept 15
Submit manuscripts to the Editor: 
Barb Meyers, bam241136@gmail.com, Cell 419-309-7855

Contributors
Donna Gallaway Leipsic, OH
Joe Rothman Corona Del Mar, CA
Harry Lydic Pittsburgh, PA
Dan Zweig Fort Wayne, IN
Robert Meyer Lawrenceburg, IN
Neil Lantz Fishers, IN
Gary Wheeler Johnson City, NY

Music-Mart
Barbara Emerson, Director
74 Doncaster Lane
Bluffton, SC 29909
Phone: 843-271-6001 or 888-448-7429
Fax: 866-538-9044
Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Four Freshmen 
Music Foundation
Mike Condit, Chairman
11822 Village Park Cir.
Houston, TX 77024-4418
Phone: 713-464-4184
Email: condit_m@msn.com
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The Four Freshmen...On the Road!

June 20  St. Paul, MN 
Twin Cities Jazz Festival, Emmet Cohen Trio with The Four Freshmen
Mears Park, 221 5th St E
 Show time: 8:30pm Tickets: Free Event!
July 21  Pelia, IA
Douwstra Auditorium at Central College, 817 Peach St
 Show time: TBA Tickets: TBA
August 23  Cheboygan, MI
The Opera House, 403 N Huron St.
 Showtime 7:30pm Ticket info: TBA 
December 3  Old Saybrook, CT
Katherine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center, 300 Main St.
 Showtime: 8:00pm  Tickets: 860-510-0453
December 7  Horseshoe Bay, TX  
Horseshoe Bay Cultural Enrichment Granite Ballroom 
 at Horshoe Bay Resort, 200 Hi Circle N
 Doors open: 4:30pm Dinner: 5:30pm
 Show time: 6:00pm Tickets: TBA
December 9  Austin, TX  
Parker Jazz Club, 117 W 4th St, 107 B
 Show time: TBA Tickets: TBA
December 10  San Antonio, TX  
Jazz TX, 312 Pearl Pkway, Bldg 6, Suite 6001
 Show times: 7:00pm and 9:30pm   Tickets: TBA

Check the Website: fourfreshmensociety.com or fourfreshmen.com for updates
For bookings:  International Ventures Incorporated
 Dina Sheets-Roth
 P.O. Box 2749, Wenatchee, WA  98807
 Phone: 661-259-4500 Email: ivimanagement@me.com
 Please note: Dates subject to change without notice.



If you would like to make 
a tax-deductible donation, 
please go to 
FourFreshmenMusicFoundation.org 
or contact FFMF Treasurer 
Dave Bentley dbentley@optonline.net, 
203-972-1916.
  

© 2025

Visit our Website: fourfreshmensociety.com

6900 Hunters Knoll NE
ATLANTA GA 30328-1763

Address Service Requested

FIRST CLASS
US POSTAGE

PAID
SANDUSKY OH

44870
PERMIT #35


