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The Stage is set and ready for The Four Freshmen in Shell Point, Ft. Meyers.




In Memory of
Sarah Lou Lantz

By Gil Peterson

In the early morning hours of December 18th, Sarah Lou, our
former First Lady when Neil Lantz was our President, passed away
quietly in her home with her family beside her. We extend our deepest
sympathy to Neil and her family.

Our
President,

Donna
Gallaway

' I do not have the vocabulary to truly honor such a beautiful,
angelic lady that Sarah Lou was, but I can say with certainty that if
G R E E TI N G s we all followed in the footprint of her life the world would be, by far,
FFS E E S a much better world to live in.

Can you believe we are now in the year
2025? How time flies when you are having
Fresh fun! Our favorite group of four
musicians seem to be playing to good crowds
with very favorable responses on the road,
according to those who have been fortunate to
see them in live shows recently. I have certainly
enjoyed their videos on YouTube and Facebook
which helps keep their music and the guys
accessible when I am not able to be there in
person.

FFS is grateful for all the contributions

many of you have made to our treasury. That Sarah Lou was everything we all should strive to be. She was
helps us to be able to continue to provide a without question, the most loyal, loving, caring wife, mother,

nice newsletter and to support possible future grandmother and friend that anyone could possibly have. Those are
Gatherings of Society members in other parts qualities not everyone possesses in our society today. We who knew

of the country, similar to what Mark Schlichting  her are all blessed to have shared the acquaintance of this lovely lady.
did in November in Washington. Oh how I
miss our reunions and the opportunity to see
all of you Fresh Fans! If you want to contribute
to the Four Freshmen Society, just send a
check to Chaz Cone at the address listed on

the Board of Directors page or go online to
fourfreshmensociety.com with a credit card.
We appreciate the dedication to this
organization that you have displayed over

the years. What an awesome group of fans!

Along with Neil she was a dedicated supporter of the FFS
co-chairing two of our most successful conventions. Not only was
she our First Lady but she was also a very valuable member of the
Convention Coordination Committee sharing her expertise and advice
regarding planning of future conventions.

We will never be able to replace her and we will never forget all
the beautiful memories we shared with her through the years. As we
say goodbye we know, without question, that Sarah Lou is now on her
eternal journey somewhere beyond the backside of the sky. Our hope

is that we will meet her again on this everlasting journey through time
On behalf of the Four Freshmen Society and space.

Board of Directors, I wish you all a healthy,

happy and prosperous 2025 and many days

filled with the music we so love and support. Editors note:

I’'m donating $100 in honor of Sarah Lou. It would be great if
members who knew and remembered her could match the donation.

— Barb Meyers
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Freshmen Holiday Harmonies
Heat Up the Twin Cities

Written by Christian Rank Photos by Don Follett

The thermometer outside may have read 10°
with a sub zero wind chill, but the Frosh really
set the temperature sizzling with their unique
interpretations of well loved holiday standards.

After a swinging Day In Day Out opener, the
boys delivered one holiday surprise after another.
Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow, It’s Beginning
To Look A Lot Like Christmas and Bob’s
Christmas Waltz medley really got the capacity
crowd into the holiday spirit. Each individual
Freshman had their moment in the solo spotlight:
Ryan doing The Wonderful World of Christmas,
a song I wasn’t familiar with, turns out it was
orginally recorded by Robert Goulet. Check out
his version if you get the chance. Next up was
Jake’s take on Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,
then Tommy with a swinging I’ll Be Home For
Christmas and finally Bob taking us Home For
the Holidays. A Charlie Brown Christmas salute

Top and bottom photos:
The Four Freshmen harmonize
on stage at the Crooners Nite -

with O Tannenbaum, featuring an absolutely
stunning flugelhorn solo by Jake, and a tender Club on November 30.
Christmas Time Is Here had all of us feeling Right: One native, one

a nostalgic holiday vibe. transplant and one 1mposter'
Crooners is a first-rate venue with excellent —
food and was a perfect setting for this holiday s Y
themed show. It was very nice to catch up with d l
long time Freshmen fan and former FFS president
Don Follett who I haven’t seen in over ten years.

Minneapolis is a world class city with a
lively, vibrant downtown, a thriving music
scene, great shopping and plenty of world class
restaurants and clubs. I was very impressed on
my first visit and I will definitely be back!

In warmer weather!

Left: You never know who will
be sitting at your table.

“2\

Left:
' The Four
Freshmen
singing with
local singer,
Jennifer
Grimm, at
the Crooners
Nite Club.
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A Christmas
Concert
at Shell Point,
Ft. Meyers

By Barb Meyers

This will be the highlight of my Christmas.
An awesome Christmas Concert by the Four
Freshmen in the beautiful Tribby Arts Center

Gatherings

Greetings to everyone. I hope your holidays were everything you
wanted them to be and that 2025 will be the best year ever for each
of you. Maybe in 2025 you will have the opportunity to attend one of
the Gatherings near you. It will not take the place of our conventions,
but you will have a chance to see and hear Group #27 as well as visit
with other FFS members. My hope is that we will have more of these
localized gatherings around the country.

I was fortunate to be able to attend the Lynden Music Festival
in September. This turned out to be a marvelous five day music
festival. Mark

in this beautiful Senior
Living area. From what I
could see it was sold out
and everyone loved it.

I took my daughter,
Michelle, and my good
friend Carol Yard. We
sat next to Alexis, Ryan’s
significant other, a very
lovely young lady.

The lovely blonde
you see in the photo to the
right was the guys’ bass
player for this concert. She
is a university student and
very accomplished. You
could see by the look on
her face she was really =
enjoying playing for them. o=
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Schlichting, one of our
FFS board members,
was successful in
bringing the Freshmen
to the festival as

the “headliners”.
Group #27 performed
masterfully in several
different venues during
the week. One of the
most impressive events
was a workshop for
over one hundred and
fifty students. The
students received the
Freshmen royally.

‘ljtt

The two concerts
they performed at
the fairgrounds were
both sold out. There
were a number of FFS
members present.

The festival was
extremely well planned
and flawlessly executed.
Since we are not having conventions anymore, we need to have a
whole bunch more of these around the country. Gatherings like this
are not too difficult to put together and they are much less expensive
for our members.

If any of you would like to have such an event like this in your
area, there are many of us who would be available to assist you.
All you have to do is ask.

Once again, I have high hopes for 2025. Best wishes to each of you
and your families. Stay safe, stay healthy and I hope to see many of
you next year.

Best fresh wishes!
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Some Most Memorable Encounters

Bill Huber’s
Memorable Encounter

In early September 2001, my wife, Angie,
and I departed from the New York City harbor
bound for Montreal, excited to be visiting New
England and Canada, but even more thrilled to be
sailing with the Four Freshmen. As we reached
the southern tip of Manhattan, the sun glinted
off the World Trade Center buildings. During the
cruise we were treated to several performances
by the Freshmen, including some private sessions
open only to members of the Four Freshmen
Society. Another special privilege was being .
seated at Bob Flanigan’s table for each evening meal. 5 b If fen
Bob was a charming guy with endless stories of the Freshmen. !

f’ {/“.'jl:?i'

—

The photo shows Vince Johnson, Curtis Calderon, Bob Flanigan, -""'r" ' ol b
Angie Huber, Brian Eichenberger, Bob Ferreira, and Bill Huber. The [ Wt s ATy
cruise was fantastic until after lunch at Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia - = A A
on September 11. On returning to the ship, we learned of the multiple - 1 4 M fried
tragedies at the Pentagon, Shanksville, PA, and New York City. =
We would never again see the World Trade Center buildings. NOW YOU ENOW

Our next in-person visit with the Freshmen was at the 2006 L B T S

Pittsburgh Convention. There we got to meet Ross Barbour, Greg
Stegeman and Ray Brown, and renewed acquaintances with the Group
#22 guys who were on the ill-fated 2001 cruise. The first page from my \ by Bosnfarkon

copy of Now You Know shows the autographs I collected there. -4 r,l[_."L'___.
i gl W

Barb Meyers’ ¥~ Vi S
Memorable Encounter £ = T

Mel and I were on the same cruise as Bill. We left New
York Harbor four days before 9/11. The photo of the ship is our
Holland /America ship waiting for us to board. We were in Nova
Scotia when the attack happened. We were all
devastated and wondering what next, and how will
we get home. The Captain told us all planes were
grounded and there was no way for us to get home
and he would try to make the rest of the cruise as
memorable as possible for us - and he did.
Our last stop was Montreal and the planes started
flying by then. All in all it was a ten-day cruise.

If any other FFS member was on that cruise
and have thoughts, please send them to me and
I will put them in the next Fresh News.
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ltem Cost  QTY [Total

5 Trombones/STrumpets $15.00

50 Years Fresh $15.00 [Flease wse "Reluorn Acdress™ label when availabie - Thamks
Culmination - Greg Stegeman (*) $15.00

Faux Freshmen - Scratchin® the Surface §10.00

[Faux Freshmen - Seasons of the Heart $10.00 IMame:

[Faux Freshmen - Unsung $15.00

[Four Freshmen [Jazz Factory) $15.00 Isereat:

[Four Freshmen and Friends $15.00

[Four Freshmen and June Christy on the BBC §15.00 City, State:

[Four Freshmen Live in Stockholm ("NCD & DVD) e s $15.00

Four Freshmen in Japan (CON )wew _$15.00 .iﬂnm= = =

Four Freshmen in Japan (DVDH* e = 1

Four Freshmen with the Emmel Cohen Trig e o §18.00 hone Mumber: | b

Frash $15.00

Freshmas $15.00 il

Freshmen Year/Volces in Latin §15.00

Golden Anniversany §15.00 on Sard:

(Graduation Day $15.00

In Session $15.00 Credil Card Numiber:

Live at Butler £15.00

Live at Clearwater $15.00 | ] -

Live at Constitution Hall 1979 [* ey £15.00

Live at Penn State (*) $15.00

Live at the Franklin £15.00 [Expiration Date: [

Live from Vegas CD $15.00

Live from Vegas DVD $15.00

Live from Vegas {DVD & CD} $25.00 [Pre-cowened GO [$4 each includes shipping)

Live in Holland $15.00 Through the Years

Live in the New Millenium $15.00 Liwe in the Mew hillemium

Live Trombones $15.00 Liwe ot Consttutian Hal 2]

Lost Soul - Curiis Calderon £15.00 Geagunlion Doy (3

Love Songs $15.00 Frosh (2) Fawux Frashenan
[More § Trombonesiin Person Vol. @ §15.00 Bebsn %o Romanco Unsung
[Remembering Ken (‘) §15.00 Remebaring Hen Scratchin’ the Surface (2)
[Return to Romance/Live in Manchester [*) §15.00 Vioice in Love [2) Seasan of the Heart
[Road Shows $15.00 The Libarty Yaars

[Read to Portsmouth (*) $15.00 Visces i Lagn Rary Brown
[Snowfall $15.00 Sall Fresh Scuthem Coméorn
[Stars in Our Eyes/The Swingers §15.00 Groatpst Haes Thank You Very Lange
[Star Spangled Banner (up to 10 per order) Fred Live at Budlor

IStill Fresh $15.00

The Liberty Years $15.00 Mew LIP's = Friends $30, others §18

The Swingers’ 4 Freshmen-5 Trumpeats $15.00 Four Frashman ond Frisnds

Through the Years (%) $15.00 Frosh

Woices in Brassin Person Wol, 1 $15.00 The Freshman Year

Rod Henley's Jazgzmin Vocal Band §10.00

“MNow You Know" (Leather Bound Book] 5120 non US) £100.00

aubioial

Shipping - $1 per CO for US orders (CDMOVD Combo |s $2)

54 per LP for US orders
Forelgn Country: actual shipping coests for CDs
and LPs, 520 for "How You Know® book

Total
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Corporate Board of Directors

Gil Peterson, Chairman 541-672-0937

Donna Gallaway, President
419-516-3642

John Emerson, Treasurer 843-271-6001

George Nosky, Secretary 734-397-7096

David W. Bentley 203-972-1916

Maurice Byrne 905-575-1530

Chaz Cone 770-394-2663

Dan de la Torre 775-787-0632

Linda Harrison 561-358-9418

Marlene Lobsiger 260-760-5531

David Mehl 502-243-3030

Barb Meyers 419-309-7855

Christian Rank 734-728-1673

Mark Schlichting 360-303-2373

Corporate Board of Directors Emeriti
Yasushi Ichiura 011 81 33 467 7573

Neil Lantz 317-849-7443

Dorothy Lydic 412-301-0420

General Information

Donna Gallaway, President

787 E. Main Street, Leipsic, OH 45856
Phone: 419-516-3642

Email: gallawaydonnal@gmail.com

Financial Office

John Emerson, Treasurer

74 Doncaster Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909
843-271-6001

Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Fresh News is published quarterly © 2025, all rights reserved,
celebrating THE FOUR FRESHMEN, the best vocal/
instrumental quartet in the world. Publication does not imply
approval of FES corporate directors or trustees. Each author is
responsible for his/her article.

Deadlines for consideration of articles:

1. Jan/Feb/March - Dec 01 2. Apr/May/June - March 15

3. July/Aug/Sept - June 15 4. Oct/Nov/Dec - Sept 15
Submit manuscripts to the Editor:
Barb Meyers, bam241136@gmail.com, Cell 419-309-7855

One more shot from the Crooners Show.
It was a special evening
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Membership Office

Data Base-Change of Address
Chaz Cone, Director/Webmaster
6900 Hunters Knoll NE

Music-Mart

Barbara Emerson, Director
74 Doncaster Lane
Bluffton, SC 29909

Phone: 843-271-6001 or 888-448-7429
Fax: 866-538-9044
Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Four Freshmen

Music Foundation
Mike Condit, Chairman
11822 Village Park Cir.
Houston, TX 77024-4418
Phone: 713-464-4184
Email: condit m@msn.com

Atlanta, GA 30328-1763
Voice 770-394-2663

Text 770-833-2902

Email: fis@chazcone.com

Historian

Christian Rank

6501 Yale #404

Westland, Ml 48185

Phone: 734-728-1673

Email: freshhistorian@yahoo.com

FreshNews

Barb Meyers, Editor

1673 Colonnades Cir. N.
Lakeland, Florida 33811
Phone: 419-309-7855

Email: bam241136@gmail.com

Contributors

Mike Condit Houston, TX Thomas Kelly Annapolis, MD
William Hillgrove Murraysville, PA  Barb Meyers Lakeland, FL
Yas Ichiura Tokyo, Japan Owen Miller Agoura Hills, CA

Frank Mullen Aledo, IL

The Four Freshmen...On the Road!

Check the Website: fourfreshmensociety.com or fourfreshmen.com for updates
For bookings: International Ventures Incorporated
Dina Sheets-Roth
P.O. Box 2749, Wenatchee, WA 98807
Phone: 661-259-4500 Email: ivimanagement@me.com
Please note: Dates subject to change without notice.

February 23, 2025 Sarasota, FL
Glenridge on Palmer Ranch Performing Arts Center, 733 Scotland Way
Show time: 2:00pm Info: 941-552-5325

July 21
Douwstra Auditorium at Central College, 817 Peach St
Show time: TBA Tickets: TBA

August 23
The Opera House, 403 N Huron St.
Showtime 7:30pm Ticket info: TBA

December 7 Horseshoe Bay, TX
Horseshoe Bay Cultural Enrichment Granite Ballroom

at Horshoe Bay Resort, 200 Hi Circle N

Show time: TBA Tickets:

Pelia, IA

Cheboygan, Mi
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6900 Hunters Knoll NE
ATLANTA GA 30328-1763
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If you would like to make

a tax-deductible donation,

please go to
FourFreshmenMusicFoundation.org %
or contact FFMF Treasurer

Dave Bentley dbentley@optonline.net,
203-972-1916.
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