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January 9, 2016	 McKinney, TX
 	 Christ Fellowship, 2801 Orchid Dr.
	 Showtime: 7:30p	 Tickets: 214-548-4384
January 15, 2016	 Gold Canyon, AZ 
	 GCAC Sounds of The Canyon Artist Series, 
	 Gold Canyon Methodist Church, 6640 S. Kings Ranch Rd.
	 Showtime: 7:30p	 Tickets: 480-983-2171
January 16, 2016	 Coolidge, AZ
 	 Central AZ College, Pence Theatre, 8470 Overfield Rd.
	 Showtime: 7:00p	 Tickets: 520-477-7469
January 29-30, 2016	 Arlington Heights, IL
 	 Metropolis Performing Arts Centre, 111 W. Campbell St.
	 Showtime: 8:00p	 Tickets: 847-577-2121
January 31, 2016	 Springfield IL
 	 Hoogland Center for the Arts, 420 South Sixth St.
	 Showtimes: 3:00p	 Tickets: 217-523-2787
February 5, 2016	 Bonita Springs, FL
 	 First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs, 9751 Bonita Beach Rd. SE
	 Showtimes: 3:00p & 7:30p	 Tickets: 239-992-3410 ext 250
February 20, 2016	 Mount Dora, FL 
	 Mount Dora Music Festival, 520 N. Baker St.
	 Showtimes: 7:30p	 Tickets: 352-383-2627
February 22, 2016	 Palm Desert, CA
 	 McCallum Theatre, Tribute to the Big Band Singers, 73000 Fred Waring Dr.
	 Showtime: 7:00p	 Tickets: 866-889-ARTS
February 26, 2016	 Maryville, MO
 	 Ron Houston Center for the Performing Arts, College Park Dr & College Ave.
	 Showtime: 7:30p	 Tickets: 
February 29- March 1, 2016	 Gulf Shores, AL
 	 Erie Meyer Civic Center, 1930 W 2nd St.
	 Showtime: 7:00p	 Tickets: 251-968-1172
March 3, 2016	 Midland, TX
 	 West Texas Jazz Society, 8815 W Wisconsin Ave.
	 Showtime: TBA	 Tickets: TBA
March 11, 2016	 Milwaukee, WI
 	 Schwan Concert Hall, 8815 W Wisconsin Ave.
	 Showtime: 7:30p	 Tickets: 414-443-8802
March 16, 2016	 Yuma, AZ
 	 Yuma Arts Center, 254 S Main St.
	 Showtime: 7:00p	 Tickets: 928-373-5202
April 10, 2016	 Olympia, WA
 	 Kenneth J. Minnaert Center for the Arts, 2011 Mottman Rd. SW
	 Showtime: 7:00p	 Information: 360-753-8586
April 14, 2016	 Holland, MI
 	 Evergreen Commons, 480 State St.
	 Showtime: 2:00p and 8:30p	 Information: 616-355-5120
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Our
President,
Neil
Lantz
DOUBLING UP!
	 For the next eight months, I’ll be wearing 
two hats. In addition to my continuing duties as 
President of the FFS Board, I’ve been recruited by 
my wife, Sara Lou, to join her as Co-chair of the 
2016 Convention this August 25-27 in Louisville, 
Kentucky. We’ve co-chaired our marriage for the 
last 54 years, and we co-chaired the 2008 FFS 
Convention in Indianapolis, so how could I refuse! 
We’re excited about the upcoming convention, and 
you’ll find the details, including YOUR registration 
form, in this issue.
	 Several times over the past three years, I’ve 
written about the important work of volunteers in 
the Society, and I know how crucial they are to the 
planning of the annual event. This year promises 
to be no exception thanks to the tireless efforts 
of our volunteers. Thanks go to the support of 
Society Treasurer John Emerson, Webmaster Chaz 
Cone, Chairman of the Convention Coordination 
Committee Gil Peterson, Fresh News Editor Barb 
Meyers, and logo designer extraordinaire Dan de 
la Torre. No fewer than 23 members of the Society 
have stepped up to join us on the 2016 Convention 
Committee. In fact, 17 members of the committee 
met while attending the 2015 Convention in San 
Antonio, so we’re off to a great start.
	 And now, we need you! With both of my hats 
on, it is my pleasure to appoint each and every one 
of you as an “honorary” member of the committee. 
Your official duties are as follows:
	 1. Register to attend the 2016 Convention 
		  in Louisville!
	 2. Recruit family and friends to join you for 
		  another great Society event! (As the Con
		  vention is open only to Society members, 
		  you are encouraged to recruit new members 
		  who are welcome to join for only $10 with 
		  their Convention registration.) Feel free to 
		  copy the enclosed registration material, or 
		  you and your recruits may sign up on line 
		  as of February 1, 2016 at www.ffs2016.com.
	 3. Come to Louisville this August and plan to 
		  enjoy a great three days with Bob, Curtis, 
		  Stein, Tommy, and a few hundred of your 
		  fellow Freshmen fans!
	 Sara Lou and I look forward 
		  to seeing you there.

The Four Freshmen...On the Road!
Check the Website: fourfreshmensociety.com or fourfreshmen.com for updates
For bookings: 	International Ventures Incorporated
	 Dale Sheets & Dina Sheets-Roth
	 25115 Avenue Stanford, Suite A-102, Valencia, CA 91355
	 Phone: 661-259-4500 FAX: 661-259-1310
	 Email: info@ivimanagement.com
	 Please note: Dates subject to change without notice.



FN  JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2016	 page 3

bjmend013@comcast.net
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bjmend013@comcast.net

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/ffs0823

www.ffs.2016

www.sandollarlimo.com
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www.ffs.2016
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Jane Bush, Palm Desert, CA
Richard & Ellen McMullen, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI

Bonnie Quandt, Noblesville, IN

Regional Directors
East: Don Boland
665 Woodward Road
North Providence, RI 02904-3146
401-724-8822
Email: donbojazz@cox.net
Midwest: Wayne Corey
708 Tompkins Dr.
Madison, WI 53716-3264
608-222-8528
Email: wdcorey@charter.net
West: Gordon Shaw
6963 E Wild Canyon PI.
Tucson, AZ 85750-6195
520-615-8878
Email: candginaz@msn.com
South: Jim Goughenour
2703 Southwick Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27455-0835
336-286-9824
Email: jfg375@gmail.com
Japan: Yasushi Ichiura
4-5-8 (2F)
Komaba, Meguro-Ku
Tokyo, Japan 153
Voice: 011 81 33 467 7573
Fax: Same as above
Email: yasichiura@mac.com
Canada: Maurice Byrne
347 Magnolia Drive
Hamilton, ON L9C 6N6
905-575-1530
Email: moeburn@yahoo.ca

Convention Coordination
Gil Peterson, Chairman
PO Box 240
Winchester OR 97495-0240
Phone: 541-672-0937
Email: jazzflyer@outlook.com

Membership Office
Data Base-Change of Address
Chaz Cone, Director/Webmaster
6900 Hunters Knoll NE
Atlanta, GA 30328-1763
Voice 770-394-2663
Email: chaz@chazcone.com

Historian
Christian Rank
6501 Yale #404
Westland, MI 48185
Phone: 734-728-1673
Email: freshhistorian@yahoo.com

Music-Mart
Barbara Emerson, Director
74 Doncaster Lane
Bluffton, SC 29909
Phone: 843-271-6001 or 888-448-7429
Fax: 866-538-9044
Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

FreshNews
Barb Meyers, Editor
3079 Blown Feather Lane
Mulberry, FL 33860
Phone: 419-309-7855
bam241136@gmail.com

New Members

Corporate Board of Directors
Tom Purvis, Chairman 419-873-7041
Mel Meyers, Vice Chairman 419-205-6648
Neil Lantz, President 317-849-7443
John Emerson, Treasurer 843-271-6001
Donna Gallaway, Secretary 419-943-2756
Dick Baldwin 716-632-7227
Sue Barbour 805-581-4100
David W. Bentley 203-972-1916
Chaz Cone 770-394-2663
Wayne Corey 608-222-8528
Jack Morrison 616-949-6339
Gil Peterson 541-672-0937

Corporate Board of Directors Emeriti
John Bangs 920-426-9324
Dorothy Lydic 412-301-0420
Barbara Frederich 850-893-0518

General Information
Neil Lantz, President
10911 Innisbrooke Lane
Fishers, IN 46037
Voice: 317-849-7443 or 317-445-6807
Email: neil@fourfreshmensociety.com

Financial Office
John Emerson, Treasurer
74 Doncaster Lane
Bluffton, SC 29909
843-271-6001
Email: johnejazz@sc.rr.com

FFS New Member/or Renewal Form

Name

Spouse

Address

		

Telephone #

Fax #

E-mail
New Member Fee: $32 Single or Couple (worldwide)
All Renewals: One Year $22
	 Two or more years $17 each year
FFS dues are not tax deductible.
Please mail form and correct fee to:
	 Chaz Cone
	 FFS Membership Dept.
	 6900 Hunters Knoll NE
	 ATLANTA GA 30328-1763
Or online at www.fourfreshmensociety.com/dues

Contributors

Fresh News is published quarterly © 2015, all rights reserved, celebrating THE FOUR FRESHMEN, the best vocal/instrumental quartet
in the world. Publication does not imply approval of FFS corporate directors or trustees. Each author is responsible for his/her article.
Deadlines for consideration of articles:
	 1. Jan/Feb/March - Dec 15 	 2. Apr/May/June - March 15 	 3. July/Aug/Sept - June 15 	 4. Oct/Nov/Dec - Sept 15
Submit manuscripts to the Editor: Barb Meyers, bam241136@gmail.com, Cell 419-309-7855

Terry Chesson, Virginia Beach, CA
Dan de la Torre, Reno, NV

Tony Leone, Washington, PA

(9 digit zip please)



NEW

We are adding the “Four Freshmen Vocal
Arrangements” book that we “sold” at the last
convention. The white book is complete and has
60 arrangements (we have about 20 copies).
The blue book is only volume one and has 36
arrangements (we only have 3 of these).
We aren’t actually selling them due to copyright
concerns. They are available for FREE but there’s
a $20 shipping and handling charge for the white
book and $15 for the blue book.

Please Complete: then
1) mail to: 	FFS Music Mart
	 Barbara Emerson, Director
	 74 Doncaster Lane
	 Bluffton, SC 29909
or
2) fax: 	 866-538-9044
or
3) call 	 843-271-6001
	 or 888-448-7429
or
4) email: 	 johnejazz@sc.rr.com

Make check payable to:
	 The Four Freshmen Society, Inc.
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Theatre
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	 There is always perfect harmony in the home of 
Autie Goodman, retired and living in Pahrump with 
his wife and son.
	 Goodman was a musician and vocalist with The 
Four Freshmen, the original group dating back to 
1948 and known for performing jazz, and classic 
pop in the style of a barbershop quartet.
	 Goodman’s son, known in the music industry as 
Terry Nails, moved from Florida to live with his 
parents, bringing together two talented musicians 
from different musical eras under the same roof.
	 Goodman used to live in Las Vegas for almost 40 
years before coming to Pahrump in 1999 after he 
retired from The Four Freshmen.
	 “We love it out here, it’s so quiet and nice,” 
Goodman said.
	 Born and raised in Burns, Oregon, Goodman was 
about 12 years old when he heard world-renowned 
Artie Shaw play the clarinet. He told his dad that’s 
what he wanted to do.
	 He got his first clarinet in the mail, took some 
lessons and his interest in music just continued from 
there.
	 Goodman started playing a tenor sax in his teens 
so he could join a group in Burns.
	 Another one of his idols and friends was the 
late Buddy DeFranco, Goodman calling him the 
“greatest jazz clarinet player that ever lived.”
	 He moved to Portland, Oregon after serving time 
in the military, got married and lived in Phoenix for 
a short time before relocating to Las Vegas where 
his professional musical career took off.
	 “Music’s the only thing I’ve ever done good,” 
Goodman said.
	 His son, Terry Nails, with a background as a rock 
musician has performed and recorded music with a 
sound far different from The Four Freshmen.
	 “He’s a good guy, he’s done a lot of stuff too, 
different than what we did, but he still has the talent 
that he got from his mother and I,” Goodman said.
	 Goodman said that his son has a lot of jazz in him 
and is a good bass player.
	 In the 1960’s, Goodman was with a group called 
The Modernaires and later joined a band working 
at the former Hacienda Hotel and Casino in Las 
Vegas before being invited by Bob Flanigan, the 

PERFECT HARMONY: 
Music career took vocalist around the world

By Brenda M. Klinger, Special to the Pahrump Valley Times

Soloist/jazz musician Autie Goodman of The Four Freshmen along 
with son, Terry Nails,who is an accomplished bass guitar player from 

the rock era, are living together in harmony in Pahrump. 

Autie Goodman, who spent 15 years with The Four Freshmen, 
points out some photos and memorabilia from his career hanging in 

his home music room. 

last original member of The Four Freshman, to join their group in 1977. 
Goodman performed with them for fifteen years.
	 After moving to Pahrump, Goodman entertained for about three years at 
the now closed Tommasino’s restaurant with owner/musician Tom Saitta and 
well-known Vegas pianist Tommy Deering.
	 “Tommy Deering told me one thing,” Goodman said. “You didn’t become 
a musician, you were born a musician’.”
	 Goodman, a multi-talented musician, sang solos, played the drums and the 
saxophone while with The Four Freshmen. The other group members also 
sang and played instruments including keyboard, trombone, bass and guitar.
	 “We were very busy, I’ll tell you, we were self-contained,” said Goodman, 
as he pointed to a photo of the group playing at the Dunes in Vegas. “If we 
went somewhere and they didn’t have a band, we didn’t care, we just set up, 
did our own thing anyway.”
(Continued on page 11)
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The Four Fresman on the cover of What’s 
On Las Vegas magazine in 1986. Autie 
Goodman is center front, with original 
member Bob Flanigan center top. Other 
members are Rod Henley, left, and Mike 
Beisner, right. 

Autie Goodman (Continued from page 10)
	 Goodman’s career with The Four Freshmen took him all around the world, 
including stops in about 20 different countries and every state in the union.
	 He got to meet many musical icons such as Sammy Davis Jr., Vic Damon 
and Nat King Cole, whom Goodman described as “the greatest singer that 
ever lived,” calling him his “idol”.
	 Goodman also worked in popular jazz singer Billy Eckstine’s big band for 
a time.
	 Perry, his wife of 63 years, is still very smitten with Auti and, of course, 
a longtime loyal fan.
	 She said no one can play the alto sax as good as him and he is the greatest 
vocalist.
	 “He phrases when he sings, he doesn’t blah, blah, blah, you know, the 
lyrics,” she said. “He gives you the whole thing as if he’s written a poem or 
a love song.” She refers to him as the “greatest love song singer” who still 
gives her the chills and has a beautiful voice.
	 They met in Oregon in a club where Autie was singing.
	 “And what a voice he had and 
beautiful blue eyes, adorable,” 
Perry Goodman said.
	 Autie Goodman said that Perry 
is musically inclined even though 
she has never performed.
	 “We sing and laugh a lot,” Perry 
Goodman said.
	 “Terry and I both have that 
disease, if somebody says a phrase 
that’s in 
a song, we immediately sing it,” 
she said.
	 “We’ve always got some musical 
thing going,” Autie Goodman said.
	 His favorite song was one written 
by Ken Albers, “It Could Happen to 
You.” It was the greatest arrangement that Goodman said he ever sang.
	 Other hits performed by The Four Freshmen over their six-decade history 
include Graduation Day, It’s a Blue World and Day by Day and the list just 
goes on.
	 Over the years the names and faces of the group have changed multiple 
times from when two brothers, Ross and Don Barbour, both deceased, started 
a barbershop-type quartet with a different name while college freshmen in 
Indianapolis.
	 Ross Barbour, the last of the original Four Freshmen was 82 when he died 
in 2011. Referring to a 1986 photo cover of The Four Freshmen on the Las 
Vegas magazine What’s On, Goodman remarked that it was the best, most 
talented group they had.
	 He and Flanigan left the group in 1993 when Flanigan retired since 
Goodman didn’t want to work without him. Flanigan, who managed the 
group and owned the name rights, died in 2011 at the age of 84.
	 A new group of performers still tour under the The Four Freshmen name.
	 “They’re good kids, they’re really good guys,” said Goodman, adding that 
for him true The Four Freshman ended with the departure of Flanigan.

2016 FFS 
Convention 
Schedule 

Lousiville, Kentucky
as of 11/14/2015

Thusday, August 25	
	 8:00am-4:00pm..... 	Registration
	 9:00am-4:00pm..... 113 Club
	 2:30pm-4:00pm..... Wannabees
	 3:00pm-4:30pm..... FFS Board of 
				    Directors Meeting
	 5:00pm-6:30pm..... FF Music 
				    Foundation 
				    Reception
	 7:00pm-10:30pm... Jam Session

Friday, August 26
	 7:30am-noon......... Churchill Downs 
				    Tour with 
				    breakfast
	 9:00am-4:00pm..... Registration
	 9:00am-4:00pm..... 113 Club
	 11:30am-2:00pm... Belle of Louisville 
				    River Cruise 
				    with lunch
	 2:00pm-4:00pm..... Hatitude
	 2:30pm-4:00pm..... Wannabees
	 5:30pm-6:30pm..... Meet and Greet
	 6:30pm-11:00pm... Dinner and 
				    Concert 
				    Afterglow 
				    Photo Ops

Saturday, August 27
	 9:00am-noon......... Registration
	 9:00am-4:00pm..... 113 Club
	 9:00am-10:00am... State Reps 
				    Meeting
	 10:00am-11:00am. General Meeting
	 1:00pm-2:15pm..... Fresh Memories
	 2:30pm-4:00pm..... Wannabees
	 5:30pm-6:30pm..... Meet and Greet
	 6:30pm-11:00pm... Dinner and 
				    Concert 
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To order contact:
Michiana Balfour, Inc., Jim Bell
3214 Menauquet Trail • Michigan City, IN 46360
219-872-0346 • candymcknight@yahoo.com	

Only

$99 
(shipping in

continental U.S.
included)

Watch Features:
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	 • 	Seiko movement 	 •  Lifetime warranty
	 • 	Date/calendar 	 •  Water resistant
	 • 	Adjustable clasp
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	 • 	Deluxe gift box packaging
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		  Four Freshmen
		  Society
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Everyone Loves a Party!
2016 Four Freshmen Music 
Foundation Gala Reception  
Will Be One to Remember

	 FFS members who register for the 2016 FFS 
convention in Louisville should watch their mailboxes 
for an invitation to a Gala Reception hosted by the 
newly-formed Four Freshmen Music Foundation 
(FFMF). The event, which promises to be filled with 
food, fun and surprises, will be Thursday evening, 
5:00 to 6:30 p.m., August 25, just prior to the FFS Jam 
Session. Details about the party will be forthcoming. 
For now, mark your calendars 
and get ready to make memories!

Tax-deductible contributions 
to the Four Freshmen 
Music Foundation 
are welcome! 
Send checks to:
Dave Bentley, Treasurer
41 Parish Road
New Canaan, CT 06840


